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“As I Was With Moses —” 


By Adah Richmond 
Joshua 1:5 
“ HERE is Moses?” thus the cry of Israel, 
When in their sin and woe they sought the 
Lord; 
And God saved Israel thro’ his intercession, 
And pestilence and death fled, at his word. 
But came a day-when God said unto Joshua, 
‘* Moses is dead, go thou, my servant be. 
Lo, I am with thee, even as I was with him, 
Fear not, be strong, put thou thy trust in Me.°’ 
And Jordan cleft in twain! 


«‘ Where is Elijah ?’’ thus the cry of Israel ; 
«The chariot and the horsemen of our race?” 
And God saved Israel thro’ his intercession, 
And sent help from the “ High and Holy Place.” 
But came a day when the great prophet “ was not.’ 
Elisha stood alone by Jordan’s flood. 
No more the feeble cry, ‘‘ Where is Elijah?” 
But faith’s glad shout, ‘‘ Where is Elijah’s God?’’ 
And Jordan cleft in twain! 


Dear Lord, upon us, too, has come the menace, 
The peril of the “« Last Days ”’ ever grows ; 
If in the time of peace the soul was wearied, 
What shall we do when * Jordan overflows”’? 
Then, high above the raging of the torrent, 
The God of comfort speak to thee and me, 
«‘ Jesus Christ, the same, today, forever, 
Just as I was of o/d, I am with shee. 
Jordan shall cleave in twain!” 








More Important Than Giving 


Few of us have accepted the privilege of giving 
as generously as we should. But is giving the most 
important thing for us to’ consider? Men make clever 
epigrams about it— sometimes more clever than true. 
Every false religion puts giving first: thé Gospel does 
not. Some one has said: “God can put nothing into 
the hand that never opens to. give.” This sounds 
plausible and may deceive a good many, but it cer- 
tainly is not true. The truth is that God can put 
nothing into the hand -that never opens to -receive, 
Salvation is had, not by our giving, but by our receiv- 
ing. God had to do the giving, and he did; “For 
God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth i in him should not 
but have everlasting life.” Receiving, not givi is 
the secret of salvation and of service. Until we have 
received God’s great gift of salvation and life in ‘his 
Son we can do nothing that is worth while, and awe 
can give nothing in any way that really honors God. 
But when we receive Christ we receive all things,~for 
“He that spared not his own Son, but delivered hint ‘up 
for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give 
us all things? 2” Then indeed we can open our hands 
to give,— “with joy unspeakable and full of glory.” 
God’s giving to us makes it possible for us to give to 
him, and then to our fellow men. For “God is able 


to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always 
having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every 
good work.” “Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable 


ift.” 
g 2 


The Times’ Family Worship 

A home without a family altar is missing one of 
God’s -greatest blessings. For many years the depart- 
ment “For Family Worship” in THe Sunpay ScHOOL 
TiImEs was conducted by the founder and Director of 
the Great Commission Prayer League, the late Thomas 
E. Stephens. When he was taken to be with the Lord 
the department was continued by Howard A. Banks. 
And now that the Lord has called this beloved worker 
Home, it is fitting that this important department 
should again be led by the Great Commission Prayer 
League, and the Trmes is glad to announce that the 
present Director of the League, Ernest F. Wadsworth, 
has accepted the call to enter upon this ministry in 
September. Mr. Wadsworth is well known to many 
of God's: people throughout North: America, both as 
a pastor and in evangelistic work, and especially, in 
recent years, as one upon whom has come the burden 
of prayer for revival in the Body of-Christ. Prayer 
conferences have been conducted by Mr. Wadsworth 
in various cities with far-reaching and lasting bless- 
ings. May many uphold him in this new ministry by 
prayer-in his behalf, that the family altar may. be set 
up in many homes where it has been lacking, and that 
God’s: own guidance may be given for the prayer life 
of multitudes of his children. 


The Only Justifiable Self-Expression 


How much does the glory of God mean to us? 
Many of us were taught as children to say that the 
chief end of man is to glorify God and to enjoy him 
forever. Upon which of those two motives do we 
lay the most stress? The “supremacy of man” is 
being so much proclaimed today that we may be in 
danger of thinking that God’s ultimate purpose in re- 
demption was to rescue a fallen race. As a matter 
of fact, that object is contributory to a higher end: 
the manifesting through all the ages to come of his 
riches of grace, his own glory. There are several 
passages of Scripture that declare this, such as Ephe- 
sians 3: 8-11 and Colossians 1; 12-19. The revelation 
of the glory of God in its fullness is the one far-off 
divine event toward which creation moves. It is 
the end Paul had in view when he wrote, according 
to a marginal rendering of Romans 5:2, “We glory in 
hope of the glory of God.” Here, in God’s glorifying 
of himself, is justifiable self-expression. Man is for- 
bidden again and again to exalt himself. Even Christ, 
when he was in the flesh, said, “I seek not mine own 
glory” (John 8:50), Flesh has naught whereof to 
boast, naught that is worthy of display. But the most 
beautiful, the most gracious, the most beneficent object 
God could conceive toward all other intelligences is 
the full revelation of his: own character, his own 
glory. ‘It is.only when we quite lose sight of self 
and catch a vision of that revelation which is to 
come that: we begin to glory in the hope of it, and 
ourselves are made fit not only to glorify God. but also 
to- enjoy him forever. 


* 
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Ralph and Edith Norton Interview Mussolini 


One of this earth’s most powerful rulers graciously receives two’ of the 


outstanding Christian 


missionaries of today. 


The story of an extraordinary experience will be told for readers of 
The Sunday School Times by Mr. and Mrs. Norton. 


course —to secure an interview with Mussolini. 
And that, if an interview were indeed granted, 
it could only be very brief and formal. 

But Ralph and Edith Norton, as readers of THE 
Sunpay ScHoot Times well know, are accustomed to 
watching God do the impossible. The Belgian Gospel 
Mission, of which they are the founders and Directors, 
could never have come into being without “the God of 
the impossible.” So they looked confidently to Him. 

There were some leading questions they wanted to 
ask the great Premier. Even if they saw him, could 
these questions be asked? And would answers be 
given? 

These, for example, were the questions to which 
answers by Mussolini are of vital interest to the Chris- 
tian world: 


Is there teal religious liberty in Italy; is it 
practical or only theoretical? 

What place has the Bible in Italy’s national life? 

Tue Sunpay ScHoo: Times had: quoted Musso- 
lini as saying that the New Testament is the best 
book in the world. Had he really said it? 

Does hee consider Fascism as a religion? 

Is it tence that he puts the Fascist symbol above 
the .cross? 


Does he intend to reconstitute the Roman 
Empire? 


_ Could such- questions as these be asked of Mussolini 
in a personal interview by Christian missionaries? 
The questions were all asked, and they were answered 
by the Premier himself with simplicity and direct- 
ness. 

Before the interview closed, a single verse of Scrip- 
ture was quoted to the Premier. If you had been there, 
af one verse would you have chosen to leave with 

im? 

It was but a few weeks ago that Mr. and Mrs. Nor- 
ton were privileged to have this extraordinary experi- 


Tes had: been told that it was impossible, of 


ence. It came at the close of a memorable journey 
through France, Spain, Portugal, and Italy, in a sur- 
vey they have just made of conditions of evangelical 
Christian work in European countries. The story of 
the journey, with a report of the valuable facts dis- 
closed, will be given in a series of articles written by 
the Nertons for Tue SUNDAY ScHoot TIMES, to com- 
mence almost immediately and continue. during the 
summer. But in view of the vast importance and sig- 
nificance of the interview with Mussolini, the last two 
articles of the series will be published. first, in order 
that readers of the Times may not have to wait for 
this truly great Christian narrative. 

The interview with Mussolini was unhurried and 
informal, and the Premier gave his guests every oppor- 
tunity to converse alone with him at their ease; he 
expressed profound interest and surprise when they 
told him something of what the Scriptures predict as 
to the resurrection of the Roman Empire. 

No Christian man or woman, pastor, layman, or 
Sunday-school teacher can afford to miss the articles 
by Mr. and Mrs. Norton telling of their study of 
Christian and other conditions in, Rome and Italy, and 
particularly the unique document recording the inter- 
view with this outstanding world ruler. 

The series will begin in THe Sunpay ScHoot Times 
of August 6, 1932, and will continue in consecutive or 
frequent issues for some two months. If you have 
friends not now taking this paper, will you not render 
them a real service by telling them of the extraordi- 
nary opportunity that is just ahead and suggesting 
their taking advantage of a Get Acquainted subscrip- 
tion of Ten Weeks for 25 cents? Or you may wish 
to send the paper to several different friends as a gift, 
at this special introductory rate, so that they may have 
the thrill and blessing of reading these articles. Sub- 
scriptions sent promptly and asking for the Norton 
Series will secure the entire set of articles, including 
the interview with Mussolini, if addressed to The 
Sunday School Times Company, 325 North Thirteenth 
Street, Philadelphia. 
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The Four Night Watches Between Suns 


terranean, and the red sunrises over Nebo, 

meant little more to the Pharisees than weather 
signs. But the Lord spoke two words during his 
earthly ministry about red sunsets and red sunrises, 
and the night between, which, dovetailed together, 
are pregnant with marvelous meaning. 

The first word is found in Matthew: “He an- 
swered and said unto them, When it is evening, ye 
say, It will be fair weather: for the heaven is red, 
And in the morning, It will be foul weather today: 
for the sky is red and lowering. Ye know how to 
discern the face of the heaven; but ye cannot dis- 
cern the signs of the times.” 

The other word is found in Mark: “Watch there- 
fore: for ye know not when the lord of the house 
cometh, whether at even, or at midnight, or at cock- 
crowing, or in the morning.” 

This age is an age of night. The Scriptures thus 
consistently speak of it. Said Paul, “The night is far 
spent, and the day is at hand.” Our Lord said of 
himself in the eighth of John that he was the “light 
of the world,” but he qualified that statement in the 
next chapter as he said, “When I am in the world, 
I am the light of the world.” 

No doubt even then he had in mind the approach 
of the red ‘sunset, when the world would put out its 
light. As millenniums passed by “the blood of bulls 
and goats on Jewish altars slain” had -been speaking 
in type of this red sunset. The first red tints of it 
were seen in Gethsemane. David predicted it in a 
Psalm that is full of agony, the Twenty-second; and 
Isaiah, foreseeing it; described it in a sentence which, 
literally rendered, is one of the most terrible in the 
Word of God: “So marred from the form of man 
was his aspect that his appearance was not that of a 
son of man.” 

Jesus spoke also of a red sunrise. Isaiah paints a 
picture of this sunrise as well as of the sunset. The 
brush of his prophecy lays on thick the scarlets and 
crimsons and carmines. 

“Who is this that cometh from Edom, with dyed 
garments from Bozrah? ... 

“Wherefore art thou red in thine apparel, and thy 
garments like him that treadeth the winevat? 

“I have trodden the winepress alone; and of the 
peoples there was no man with me; yea, I trod them 
in mine anger, and trampled them in my wrath; and 
their lifeblood is sprinkled upon my garments, and I 
have stained all my raiment. 

“For the day of vengeance was in my heart, and 
the year of my redeemed is come.” 

The seer of Patmos paints a companion piece to 
Isaiah’s picture in his description of Armageddon: 

“And behold, a white cloud; and on the cloud I saw 
one sitting like unto a son of man, having on his head 
a golden crown, and in his hand a sharp sickle... . 

“And another angel . . . called with a great voice 
to him that had the sharp sickle, saying, Send forth 
thy sharp sickle, and gather the clusters of the vine 
of the earth; for her grapes are fully ripe. 

“And the angel cast his sickle into the earth, and 
gathered the vintage of the earth, and cast it into 
the winepress, the great winepress, of the wrath of God. 

“And the winepress was trodden without the city, 
and there came out blood from the winepress, even 
unto the bridles of the horses, as far as a thousand 
and six hundred furlongs.” 

A terrible cavalry charge this—the entire distance 
from Dan to Beersheba, the whole length of Pales- 
tine. Is it an impossible picture—this sunrise of 
judgment? The rivers of Europe are even now run- 
ning with blood, and armies are crossing them upon 
pontoons of human slain. 

Between this sunset of grace and this sunrise of 
coming judgment lies the dark night of this age. 

The Jewish night was divided into four watches — 
the evening watch, about the hour the sun fell behind 
the western horizon, from around six o’clock, until 
nine; the midnight watch, from. nine until midnight; 
the cock-crowing watch, from midnight until three, 
and the morning watch from then until daylight, 
about six o'clock. 

When. our Lord spoke the parable of the house- 
holder on a journey, who apportioned to each serv- 
ant his work, and “commanded also the porter to 
watch,” he said substantially to his disciples, and 
through them to us, as he cast his eye down the 
vista of the future, “You watch, too. For you do not 
know when the Master of the house is coming back, 
whether it will be at even, or at midnight, or at cock- 
crowing, or in the morning.” 

The evening watch of the night of this age in- 
cluded the apostolic and the early church. And that 
time was characterized as no other period in the 
history of the church by the love of and the look for 
the “blessed hope,” the return of the Lord himself. 
It is emphasized on almost every page of the New 


Te red Judean sunsets out toward the Medi- 





This editorial by the late Dr. Howard A. Banks is re- 
printed from The Sunday School Times of October 6, 1917, 
to which reference is made in the Editor’s tribute to Dr. 
Banks on page 388 of this issue. 


Testament epistles. The Fathers, from Justin Mar- 
tyr and Irenzeus to Lactantius, speak of it constantly. 
This hope clothed the church of the first two or three 
centuries of the Christian era with both a purity and 
a power which it has never since possessed. The 
skeptical Gibbon admits as much, though he sneers at 
the doctrine, and he adds, “The revolution of seven- 
teen centuries has instructed us not to press too closely 
to the mysterious language of prophecy and revelation; 
but as long as, for wise purposes, this error was per- 
mitted to subsist in the church, it was produccive of 
the most salutary effects in the faith and practice of 
Christians,” 

Great a triumph as was the embracing of Chris- 
tianity by the Emperor Constantine, it was after all 
a disastrous thing for the church itself. It was then 
that the church swung out from the evening watch 
into the midnight watch of the night.of the age, and 
the Dark Ages came on apace. When the church 
forgot that its citizenship was in heaven, it was di- 
vested of its character of separation from the world. 
It was no longer a pilgrim and a stranger. The re- 
sult was increasing corruption aiid loss of power. 

The church ceased to be a society of brethren and 
a holy priesthood, and became a visible theocracy, 
headed in the Pope as the vicar of Christ. Gregory 
VII, in whom the policy of the papacy was personi- 
fied as in no other of the early popes, wished to re- 
store to papal Rome all that the Rome of the Em- 
perors had lost. The result was that politics, enforced 
by militarism, dethroned spirituality. On the waves of 
corruption that then flowed over Europe floated in 
the celibacy of the priesthood, the intercession of saints, 
the worship of the Virgin, penance, and pilgrimage. 

Superstition became rampant. At one place a 
seller of indulgences, a commodity sold at so much 
per, and the possession of which carried with it the 
forgiveness of sins, plied his trade with a feather 
in his head plucked from the wing of the archangel 
Michael. The prevalent corruption tainted even the 
papal throne. The infamies of the Borgias, with their 
sickening stories of intrigue, lust, and poisonings, were 
added to the black annals of an era that swarmed with 
scandals. It was the midnight of the age. 

To those who have been raised in the country there 
comes back the memory of a waking hour apparently 
in the dead of the night, when there used to fall upon 
the ear, smiting the midnight stillness, the clarion 
call of the cock from the barn below the house. 
Then there was an answering cry in the distance, 
like an echo, then another, and. still another, faint 
and indistinct, from the farthest edge of ear-shot. 
As night receded, the crowing of the cocks became 
clearer and more frequent as they vied with each 


other in their keen competition of rousing a sleeping . 


world to prepare for the tasks of the coming day. 

The Reformation was the cock-crowing watch of 
the night of this age. The historian Green calls 
Wyclif the first Protestant: “By one memorable 
siep he passed from the position of a reformer of the 
discipline and political relations of the church to 
that of a protester against its cardinal beliefs. . 
The formal denial of the doctrine of Transubstantia- 
tion, which Wyclif issued in the spring of 1381, be- 
gan that great movement of revolt which ended, more 
than a century afterwafd, in the establishment of re- 
ligious freedom.” 

Far over in Bohemia came an answering cry to the 
protesting voice of Wyclif and the _ Lollards. 
D’Aubigne accords John Huss the distinction of be- 
ing the John the Baptist of the Reformation, and 
declared that “the flames of his martyrdom kindled 
a fire which shed an extensive light in the midst of 
the general gloom, and was destined not to be 
speedily extinguished.” It was a century later that 
the next and greatest voice from the watch tower 
was sounded out in the darkness. The Reformation 
lay in the Bible which Luther found in the dark 
alcove of the University of Erfurt. To him answered 
Zwingli, the mountaineer of the Tochenburg, and 
Calvin, the scholar of Geneva, who had early been 
indoctrinated by his tutor, Melchoir Wolmar, with 
Luther’s teachings. 

The voices were multipiying now. There were 
Staupitz, Erasmus, the elector Frederic, Myconius, 
Melancthon, Bucer, CEcolampadius, Knox, and the 
rest of the noble army. In England Bloody Mary was 
sending the martyrs to the stake. Said Latimer to 
his comrade in martyrdom, “Play the man, Master 
Ridley. We shall shortly light such a candle by 
God’s grace in England as I trust shall never be put 
out.” It is recorded of Rogers, a fellow worker 
with Tyndale in the translation -of the Bible, that 
“he died bathing his hands in the flames ‘as if it had 
been in cold water.” Even the Primate of the 
English Church did not escape, and Cranmer--made 
amends for his weaknesses, as he- held the hand that 
had written “contrary to the truth” steadily in the 
flames, and “never stirred or cried till life was gone.” 

The Inquisition, too, was taking its toll of death 
on the continent of Europe. But the world was be- 
ginning to sicken. of the slaughter. The blood of 
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the martyrs was again becoming the seed of the 
Church. The dawn of liberty of conscience as well 
as of life was breaking. The Gospel chauticleers of 
the cock-crowing watch of the night of this age had 
aroused the sleeping church. 

But the Master of the house is not yet returned. 
If these first three watches have been correctly iden- 
tified, there remains but one, the fourth, in which he 
may come back. Shall we, beloved, fall into the con+ 
demnation of the Pharisees, for not discerning “the 
signs of the times”? In the record of the stormy 
night voyage of the disciples across Galilee, as Mat- 
thew tells it, is there not a wonderful secret to those 
who love his appearing: 

“And after he had sent the multitudes away, he 
went up into the mountain apart to pray: and when 
even was come, he was there alone. But the boat 
was now in the midst of the sea, distressed by the 
waves ; for the wind was contrary. And in the fourth 
watch of the night he came unto them, walking upon 
the sea.” 

Some of the ancient authorities render the twenty- 
fourth verse of Matthew 14 as follows: “But the 
boat was now many furlongs from the land.” Port 
seems unattainable, does it not, with the contrary 
winds, and the waves all incarnadined with the blood 
of the seven and a half million slain in the World 
War? But our Lord, who thrust us forth upon this 
night voyage, is praying for us on the mountain tops 
of glory. Get the comfort of this word, ye who toil 
in the rowing: “In the fourth watch of the night he 
came unto them.” John adds a thrilling detail in. his 
version of the story. He says that when they had 
taken the Pilot aboard: 

“Straightway the boat was at the land whither 
they were going.” 























The Folly of Saying What Isn't So 


A member of my family, who is ailing in health, 

is receiving directions for regaining health from a 

doctor, by mail. This doctor says in one letter: 

“What I am going to tell you will do you no 
harm, and the chances are may do you a lot of good. 

Auto-suggestions are the strongest suggestions that 

can be given. Practice— repeat out aloud several 

times each day — and believe what you are repeating 

— Say to yourself out loud: ‘Every day, in every 

way, I am getting better and better.’ ” 

Concerning these “suggestions,” I have read short 
references to them which make me apprehensive of 
danger therein. And I am uncertain what attitude 
is best to take in regard to this. If successful in this, 
may one not sometimes make oneself believe some- 
thing which is not so? 

I would appreciate knowing your belief about this. 

—A California reader. 

The famous phrase of the French “healer,” Coué, 
“Every day, in every way, I am getting better and bet- 
ter,” had a world-wide vogue for a while, but is not 
often heard nowadays. This auto-suggestion method 
of Coué, which was not original with him but has 
found expression in various ways ever since Satan 
first lied to Eve in the garden of Eden, is based on 
a lie. For the natural man never grows better and 
better, but worse and worse. THE SUNDAY ScHOOL 
TIMES made a careful study of Coué’s teachings when 
his book was first published in, this country, and showed 
in a jeading editorial that in his basic positions and 
teachings he was unscriptural and antichristian. 

If one is, indeed, growing better and stronger physi- 
cally, it is quite unnecessary to remind oneself of the 
fact. If one is not growing better physically, no 
amount of repetition of a lie will make any permanent 
improvement in one’s health. But various false re- 
ligions, such as Christian Science and New Thought, 
are based upon the same fundamental falsehood, which 
is that within every one is an omnipotent and divine 
principle that need only be recognized and affirmed 
in order to grow “better and better.” There is a 
tragic awakening for those who accept this lie and 
live in a fool’s paradise until the awakening comes. 

But there is a way to grow better and better — not 
by auto-suggestion, but by the miracle-working power 
of Christ received as Saviour and Lord. Without 
Christ, men are doomed and lost. With Christ, this 
life can become a thrilling, joyous experience of con- 
tinual growth and improvement spiritually, even while 
the body may be weakened by advancing age. “Though 
our outward man perish; yet the inward man is re- 
newed day by day.” Here is the secret, revealed in 
the Scriptures and spoken only ‘of those who, while 
recognizing that they are lost sinners, have received 
Christ as their Saviour and Lord: “But we all, with 
open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the 
Lord, are changed into the same image from glory 
to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord” (2 Cor. 
3: 18). 
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How a Train Robber Found Christ 


When he took refuge from the police in a mission hall . 








By William A. Corey 














street of Los Angeles. 

There were a few words of reminiscence, over- 
heard by a plainclothes man near by. Bill knew the 
detective was listening. Bob did not. 

“I know where I can get $7,000 tonight if I had 
a gun,” Bob presently said to Bill, speaking in a low 
tone. “Mine’s in soak.” 

“Take my gun,” Bill promptly said, reaching in his 
coat pocket and handing Bob a New Testament. 

The ghost of a smile stole over Bill’s face as he 
watched both the detective’s and Bob’s eyes bulge 
out. 

“Wha —what’s the matter with you, Bill?” Bob 
managed to gasp. “Are you nutty?’ 

“I’m a Christian now, Bob,” the other said in a 
quiet voice. “I’ve quit the old game, it doesn’t pay.” 


T sce met, after a lapse of several years, on a 


There is a widespread impression that romance be- 
longs wholly to the world, the flesh, and the Devil. 
Many good people think that romance, and redemption 
through the shed blood of the Lord Jesus Christ, are 
contradictory terms. 

I am sure this is a mistake. I am sure there is 
actually more of the thrill of good drama when a 
soul — any soul—comes home to God by the way of 
the cross of Christ than Satan could invent in a thou- 
sand years. Are we not told (Matt. 18:13) that the 
divine Shepherd “rejoiceth more of that sheep [that 
lost sheep], than of the ninety and nine which went 
not astray?” Is this not real drama? 

There is romance in the story of the “Bill” of the 
above incident — Bill Stiles — though you ourely would 
never suspect it from his name! 


One of the Notorious Jesse James’ Gang 


He is of a past generation, this Bill Stiles. He is 
eighty-one years old at this writing. Time was when 
Bill Stiles was one of the notorious Jesse James gang 
of outlaws. (They say the old James home near Lib- 
erty, Mo., has been made a show place, and a good, fat 
fee is charged to go in to see it.) Bill was with the 
Jameses and Youngers at the Northfield, Minn., bank 
robbery fifty or more years ago. And he, with others, 
was about to pull off a well planned train robbery near 
Los Angeles in October, 1913, when Bill surprised the 
Devil by surrendering to the Lord Jesus Christ, thus 
robbing hell instead of that Southern Pacific train. 

I talked with Bill the other evening after a Gospel 
meeting in the Union Rescue Mission in Los Angeles, 
which is the Mission God led him into to get saved 
nearly twenty years ago, though located in another 
place. 

Stiles is a quiet, undemonstrative old man with noth- 
ing at all about him to suggest his outlaw past. Mild 
mannered, quiet spoken, he is, and probably always was, 
the very opposite of boastful melodrama. The desper- 
ate courage, the nerves of steel, the lightning move- 
ments, the cool, quick judgment —all these qualities 
in the old Bill Stiles were never carried on his sleeve. 
But this is universally so with real men. The “bad 
man” of the stage and the picture show exists nowhere 
else. 

Bill Stiles, wearing his deputy badge, has long served 

the Union Rescue Mission as its night watchman, I 
was introduced to the ex-outlaw after the meeting by 
another ex-criminal. This other ex-criminal had con- 
ducted the meeting and had done it well. He gives 
a Bible study here every Wednesday night. So one 
ex-criminal co-operated with another to help me with 
this article. 
And by the way! I’m several different kinds of an 
x” myself, with a past a good deal of which would 
not look well in print. So we three “exes” sat and 
talked and praised the Lord and arranged to further 
the Kingdom by giving Bill Stiles’ story to the world. 
And then the “ex” who is now a Bible teacher and 
evangelist took me in his automobile with his young 
son and dropped me off at my home while they went 
on to theirs. Sometime there’s going to be one grand 
reunion of all the “exes” on the other side. Bill Stiles 
and my friend and I have planned by God’s grace to 
be there. 

Bill Stiles, son of a moderately wealthy physician 
with a home on the Hudson River, began his life 
of crime at the age of fourteen. His parents were 
Christians, but the boy was wild and balked at re- 
straint. Graduating from New York City’s East Side 
school of crime he became an expert pickpocket. In 
time he was sent to Sing Sing prison under a life 
sentence for a serious crime. After a few years 
through political influence he was pardoned and left 
his native state by request. 

He found Chicago a lucrative field for the exercise 
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A well planned train hold-up was cut short several 
years ago in California because the bandit leader 
got converted. He told his pals what had hap- 
pened, and they called him “nutty” and cursed 
him. But he stood: firm, and from then on has 
served the Lord. Mr. Corey sketches the bandit’s 
spectacular life in this second article of his series, 
“Little Stories of a Great Salvation,” which will 
continue in next week’s issue. 








of his talents as a criminal, but after a few more 
years he once more changed his residence, again by 
request. 

In Nebraska he tried horse stealing—the West’s 
most heinous crime in those days. He left Nebraska 
(once more by urgent request) and took up his resi- 
dence (as the biographies say) in Missouri. Here he 
joined the James and Younger band. 

Stiles was given a severe test to prove his loyalty 
to the outlaw gang. A number of them disguised 
themselves as officers, caught him away from the camp 
and tried to make him give information of the gang. 
They thrust guns in his face, but he only shook his 
head and told them to shoot. Then they produced a 
rope, tied his hands and feet and began to discuss 
hanging him. He refused to talk. They put the 
noosed end of the rope around his neck and threw the 
other end over the limb of a tree. Stiles gave them 
no information. They tightened the rope about his 
neck. Stiles was as communicative as a clam. They 
drew the rope until. he was black in the face. Not a 
word or a sign. They drew him up until his feet 
swung free, then let him down. Would he come 
across now? Nota word. 

That was enough. They took him back to camp and 
told him he would do. 

After the disastrous Northfield attempt the gang 
scattered. The death of Jesse James in the early 
eighties broke up the band completely. Stiles went 
farther west. He led a wiid life. He grew accus- 
tomed to gun battles and wild night rides. Such things 








The Light of the World 
By Elisabeth Alden Scott 


HE Father of Lights, unseen in His glory, 
Sent forth the Son of His love, 
To tell in His life and death the story 
Of grace from Heaven above, — 

For Jesus Christ is*the Image bright 

Of the loving God, of the great «I AM"’; 

That powerful, precious, holy Light 

Whose countenance shines as the sun in his might. 


The world in the shadow of sin is lying ; 
It gropes, for it cannot see ; 
And-millions are daily stumbling, dying: 
The Light is shining on me. 
If Jesus Christ is the Image bright 
Of the loving God, of the great ‘‘I AM,” 
It is only just, it is only right, 
That I should bear witness of that Light. 


Oh, many the lights that are not of Heaven! 
They flicker, grow dim, and die ; 
But only the Son whom God hath given 
Forever can satisfy. 
For Jesus Christ is the Image bright 
Of the loving God, of the great “I AM”; 
And He who sent Christ from the glory-height 
Sends us to bear witness of that Light. 


The Spirit of God, most gentle and gracious, 
Invites to the City above : 
Her light is like unto a stone most precious ; 
The Lamb is the Light thereof, — 
For Jesus Christ is the Image bright 
Of the loving God, of the great “I AM"’; 
And we who shall walk in robes of white 
Are sent to bear witness of that Light. 


as sleeping out in winter storms and waking up in 
the morning with his hand frozen to the butt of his : 
revolver were not uncommon. He served two terms 
in western penitentiaries. 

He was now getting along in years. The life was 
telling on him. He-made up his mind to quit the game 
and try to go straight. This he tried to do (in his 
own strength) for several years. He was discharged 
from job after job because of police espionage. 

Finally, along about 1913, in desperation, he decided . 
to go back into crime. If he got killed it would be 
all right. Life meant little anyway. He was in Los 
Angeles. He organized a gang and plans were laid 
to rob a train out of Los Angeles going north. 

Elaborate plans were made. The gang spent weeks 
in the hills and mountains around Newhall, some 
thirty miles from Los Angeles. They mapped every 
trail, every hill slope and ravine. No detail was over- 
ooked, no loophole left open. 

The night prior to the planned robbery Bill Stiles 
was in Los Angeles. He left his suitcases, containing 
the “soup” (nitroglycerine), guns, and the like in his 
hotel rcom and went out on an errand. 

It was early evening and he was walking down 
North Main Street about opposite where the new 
City Hall now stands. He was nearing the open 
door of the Union Rescue Mission at its old location, 
145 North Main Street. 

Stiles saw two policemen approaching, a block away. 
They had not seen him. While he knew they “had 
nothing on” him, he feared they might take him to 
headquarters for questioning. This would interfere 
with his plans, 


Held by a Mysterious Paralysis 


To avoid the officers he entered the ‘open door of 
the Mission. He went well up toward the front. A 
large audience was present and the hall was vocal with 
song 

Bill found a seat. He paid little attention to what 
was going on. His mind was on the two officers. 
The meeting went on and Bill sat tight. 

When the altar call came a woman approached the 
train robber, and, laying a kindly hand on his arm, 
said to him, “My dear man, loves you.” 

Bill, who had never been much of a lady’s man, 
replied gruffly, “If you knew who I am you would not 
say anybody loved me.” 

“I don’t care who you are,” 
“God loves you.” 

He tried to get up to go out. But his legs refused 
to function. His feet seemed glued to the floor. 
Other workers came, and Bill tried to argue with 
them; tried to stall for time. Again and again he 
tried to rise and leave the hall. But he couldn’t move 
an inch. Unseen weights were on his feet. His legs 
were paralyzed. 

Finally he agreed to go to the altar, provided the 
mysterious force holding him down would let go. 
Immediately his legs and feet were released, and he 
knelt at the altar. 

The train robber, sixty-three years old, a life-long 
criminal, was induced to utter a prayer, and the power 
of God came down on him. He was gloriously saved. 
He went out of that room a transformed man, a 


the woman persisted, 


“new 
creation in Christ Jesus.” He walked the streets for 
hours, hardly knowing where he went. He had not 


been in a place of divine worship for forty-four years. 
The spirit of love flooded his soul. He loved every- 
body he met. He loved the police officers. He loved 
rough, hard looking men. He loved children. He 
loved dogs and horses. A halo of brightness not of 
this earth enveloped everything he looked at. The 
world wore a mantle of love. * The stars smiled down 
at him. Heavenly music rang in his ears. 

He met his confederates and told them his story. 
He said to them, “The train job is off, boys, I’m a 
Christian from now on.” 

They told him he was nutty and cursed him. He 
blessed them and wished them his experience. 

Bill was tested as all new Christians are. Once 
on East Fifth Street he passed a bakery. He was 
hungry. He looked at the good things in the window. 
He said: “Lord, I’m a Christian, I’m your child. I’m 
pe ge and I haven’t a cent. You said you'd take care 
of me.” 

He looked down, and right at his feet on the pave- 
ment lay a bright new silver dime. He picked it up, 
said, “Thank you, Lord,” and went into the bakery 
and got something to eat. 

“That was many years ago,” he told me. “From 
that hour to this I have never lacked a meal nor a 
place to sleep.” 

(To be continued) 








388 * 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 














Howard A. Banks— Beloved Friend and Editor 
By Charles G. Trumbull 














fifteen years ago, that 1 first met Howard Banks. 

The Moody Bible Institute was holding a summer 
conference in that beautiiul spot, and Howard and 
-I had agreéd, to meet’ there in order to confer about 
«an important editorial matter. We went out into the 
:woods together, and sat down on a log, and it was 
‘mot long before we were. opening our hearts to each 
other as we talked and prayed about intimate things 
tof the personal spiritual life, and about the wonder- 
«ful grace of the Lord Jesus Christ. That very morn- 
ing, and during the days that followed, the Lord showed 
Howard Banks the simplicity and sufficiency of “the 
life that is Chfist,” and with the faith and eagerness 
cand humility of a little child he entered in and “pos- 
sessed his possessions.” 

We were drawn’ very close together that summer, 
-in a fellowship that. deepened as the years went on, 
and that will continue through eternity. 

My dear friend had written some able articles for 
“Tue Sunpay Scuoot Times shortly before I met 
‘him, and our thoughts had turned to him as we were 
looking for an Associate Editor. Dr. Banks (he 
‘was Mr. Banks then; some years later his Alma Mater, 
Davidson College, gave him the well deserved degree 
‘of Doctor of Letters) was filling a most responsible 
position in the Federal Government as Secretary to 
the Secretary of the Navy, Mr. Daniels. He had been 
a newspaper man of extended experience, on the Char- 
lotte (North Carolina) Observer, the Raleigh News 
and Observer, and later on the Philadelphia Record. 
He was a devoted Christian, especially after having 
been led into the truth of “that blessed hope” of the 
Lord’s return during meetings that were held some 
-years before in his Southern home town, 

Thus Howard Banks had exceptional qualifications 
for editorial work on THe SuNpAy ScuHoot TIMEs, 
and after unhurried and prayerful consideration of 
.the call he accepted, and became a loved and valued 
member of our staff. Readers of this paper have rea- 
‘son to know why he was valued by the whole Sunday 
School Times Family throughout the world: his edi- 
torials and signed articles were unusual in their in- 
sight, their understanding of everyday human life, 
their vision of Bible truth, and their literary expres- 
‘sion. An editorial of his that attracted wide atten- 
tion was entitled “The Four Night Watches Be- 
tween Suns,” and. was published in the Times of 
October 6, 1917. It is reprinted on page 386 in this 
issue because of its value and even greater timeliness 
‘today. 

After Dr, Banks joined the Tres staff, his close 
_ personal contact with influential people in various parts 
-of the country, and particularly in Washington, were 
“of great value in his work here. At one time the 
“ President of the Times Company, Mr. Howard, wanted 
_to take up an important matter in Washington, and he 
and Dr. Banks went together to the capital. Mr. 
‘Howard tells of this experience: 

“It was necessary for me to see a number of men 
_prorminent in the conduct of affairs either in the Sen- 
ate, the House, or among the Departments. I thought 
that in view of Dr. Banks’ acquaintance in Washing- 
ton, it might be well if he could accompany me in 
order that I might have the least possible difficulty 
in securing introductions. 

“Dr. Banks was the most self-effacing man imagin- 
able. He readily consented to go with me. -His fine 
Southern courtesy always caused him to show an 
altogether unnecessary deference to those whom he 
looked upon in our staff as his superior officers. We 
had not been in Washington many hours before I 
was simply delighted to find in what a very real sense 

was merely a_ subordinate companion of Dr. 
Banks’, 

“I am sure he.never sensed this at the time, but I 
found that the best possible card I could offer in call- 
ing upon any of the dignitaries was his outstretched 
hand and cordial smile. And I can never forget what 
a warm welcome he received everywhere, — a brotherly 
welcome from his old chief, the Secretary of the 
Navy, from Senators, Congressmen, and humble em- 
_ployees of the Departments. A man cannot acquire 
such a friendly status as he had by any artificial means. 
It is a great thing to be loved by high and low as 
Howard Banks was, and is, and will be. 

“It may have been a temptation to him when at the 
close of the World War, after he had been with THE 
Sunpay ScHoot Times for several years, he was of- 
fered by Secretary Daniels the editorship of the annals 
of the American Navy in the war. I well remember 
the day we were discussing it here in our office, and 
without any pressure from anybody, how quickly he 
decided to go on with his service for the Lord through 


|: WAS at Mountain Lake Park, Maryland, some 


THe Sunpay ScHoot Times rather than take up this 
fascinating historical work which would no doubt have 
brought him renown in that field.” 

Howard Banks had many unusual characteristics — 
and one of them was that he was always unusual! 
The commonplace had no part in his writing or speak- 
ing or living. I remember vividly an address he made 
one evening in Washington, years ago, on “Methods 
of Bible Study.” He simply told of his own methods 
of studying the Word. In conversational style he de- 
scribed various plans that he had found useful in Bible 
study, and it was a rich and stimulating message in- 
deed, filled with the most practical and workable 
advice, none of it theoretical but all coming from real 
life, and all of the greatest value to everyday Chris- 


tians. I have often wished that address had been 


taken down stenographically. 

He was a loyal Tar-Heel! —a Carolinian born and 
bred. He loved the old South and the new South. 
His conversations were fascinating because of this — 
not only with the delightful ard velvety accent of the 
South, but with anecdotes and reminiscences of his 
boyhood and life-time experiences there. Yet the fact 
that his people had been on one side in the tragic 
conflict of the Civil War, and our people in THE 
Sunpay ScHoot Times office had been on the other 
side, never for an instant came between us or found 
the slightest unpleasant expression— which was but 
another of the many evidences of his true and devoted 
Christian character. 

He became a member of the Council of the Vic- 
torious Life Testimony and served faithfully in the 
work of this organization and at the conferences at 
Stony Brook and Keswick. The truth for which these 
conferences stand, like that of the British Keswick, 
became such a real and dominant fact in Howard 
Banks’ life that no one could question the reality of 
it who knew him and watched him as the years 
passed. 

After seven years on the Times editorial staff he 
moved on to another sphere of service in Christian 
journalism. He had prayerfully concluded that the 
Lord was calling him to independent journalism as a 
writer and editor, and, while his fellowship with the 


Times staff and myself continued: unbroken, he left us 


for his new service, and God greatly blessed him and 
many others in this. For a while he edited one of the 
publications of the Union Gospel Press, of Cleveland, 
and wrote lesson articles and other features for that 
house. ' Finally came the conviction that God would 
hive him start a magazine of his own, devoted to the 
Victorious Life truth, missionary news, and _ allied 
themes,:and so the rich and now much loved magazine 
Christ Life was started. It has brought untold bless- 
ing to many of God’s people since its first number 
appeared; and if Dr. Banks’ call from this life to his 

ome above means the discontinuance of the maga- 
zine, it will be a loss felt keenly by many. 

When Dr. Banks left the office staff of THE SuNpDAy 


Scuoot Times he did not leave this paper, as readers © 


well know. Not only in special articles, both editorial 
and signed, but in the every-week department of “Fam- 
ily Worship,” his. deeply spiritual contributions con- 
tinued up to ‘almost the time of his death. 

His own family life was truly Christian. He was 
a devoted husband and father; Mrs. Banks and his 
two boys, Richard and Henry, now growing into 
young manhood, rejoiced in the blessing that is all 
too seldom seen today: having a man of God and a 
devoted bondservant of the Lord Jesus Christ at the 
head of the house. 

He would often share with me some of the experi- 
ences and conversations of his home, and he delighted 
to tell of things that were said by the little boys as 
he went on with their Christian training. They were, 
of course, very keen on anything relating to the 
United States Navy during the years when their father 
was the right-hand man of the Secretary of the Navy. 
They picked up navy expressions, and doubtless con- 
sidered themselves an important part of this branch 
of the. Government. Also the boys learned to “love 
His appearing,” as they were taught of the Lord’s 
return and the wonders that should follow. 

One day the father and one of the boys were taking 
a walk, and were looking up at the exceptionally beau- 
tiful white clouds that filled the sky. Howard asked 
his little son what he would do if, suddenly, he saw 
the Lord himself coming in one of those clouds. The 
little fellow stopped, thought a moment, straightened 
up, gave a correct naval salute with his right 
hand, and replied: “I think I would say, ‘Aye, aye, 
sir!” 

Christ Life was not only the title of the magazine 
into which Howard Banks poured -his life-blood, his 


_an act of discourtesy. 


JULY 23, 1932 


consecrated abilities, and his temporal resources; it 
was a true description of his own life. He would have 
been the last one to admit this, but his friends know 
that it is true. It was very beautiful to see the deep- 
ening and mellowing of'his life as the years went on. 
He had indeed been crucified with Christ, and it was no 
longer he that lived, but Christ lived in him. For 
with open face he kept beholding as in a glass the 
glory of the Lord, and so he was continually and in- 
creasingly “changed into the same image from glory 
to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.” 

Dr. Banks slipped away to be with his Lord on 


. Wednesday morning, June 29. For many years this 


beloved -friend knew the first half of the Scripture 
verse that is the motto of the. Victorious Life Testi- 
mony ; now he knows the rest of the verse, — “For to 
me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.” 
Los ANGELES, 
we 


Courtesy in the Sunday School 
By Elizabeth Williams Sudlow 


EBSTER’S Dictionary ‘says courtesy is “polite- 
ness originating in kindliness and exercised 
habitually.” It does seem strange that in Sunday- 
schoot work attention has to be called to such a 


_subject as courtesy, yet there are a number of “little 


things,” which if they originate in kindliness and are 


‘exercised habitually will make any school outstanding 


in this particular grace or virtue. A few suggestions 
on courtesy, which one visiting Sunday-school worker 
would make, are these: 


Courtesy to» Strangers—Have a specially designated 
person at each entrance to greet the stranger and make 
him welcome. Then have a regularly appointed guide 
ready to escort visitors through the building and ex- 
plain the school in operation. 


Courtesy to New Scholars—Some one at the door 
to greet the new scholar with a hearty handshake and 
sincere word of welcome will go'a long way toward 
making the school attractive and home-like to the 
new member. Then a guide who will at once take 
charge of the applicant and lead him to the enrollment 
secretary will help to dispel the strangeness of the 
first day in a new school. After the enrollment sec- 
retary has secured the necessary data for the files, a 
guide leads the scholar to his proper class or depart- 


ment and introduces him to the teacher. During the’ 


Sunday-school service a public recognition of all new 
scholars is a courtesy that is pleasing to many, and 
during the week following his entrance into the Sun- 


_day-school family, some one must call at the home 


and extend: personal words of welcome. 


Courtesy tosthe Teachers.—Superintendents and sec- 
retaries are the greatest offenders toward teachers. A 
teacher’s twenty, thirty, or more minutes should be held 
sacred: to her own use. It is hard to conceive of any 
Sunday-school business of sufficient importance to war- 
rant an intrusion on the lesson study period. Yet 
superintendents will drop by to remind the teacher 
of a special meeting, of some neglected duty, of some 
trifle that could without any harm wait until after 
the lesson period. And secretaries will come in arid 
interrupt by asking for reports, for this or that which 
might just as well wait. Teachers are entitled to more 
courteous treatment than they often receive. 

Courtesy to Officers—Many members of many 
schools are guilty of lack of courtesy toward the 
superintendent and other officers. If the school is to 
function as a unit and operate without friction, then 


*there must be co-operation on the part of every mem- 


ber. For instance: Does the superintendent ask that 
all participate in the singing? Failure to do: so is 
Does the secretary ask that 
certain information be obtained in order that his rec- 
ords may be more complete? If this is not given him 
the teacher or class secretary is guilty of a discour- 
teous act. There are many ways of showing dis- 
courtesy through lack of co-operation. 

Courtesy to Speakers—In how many schools groups 
of boys and girls as well as older people are inatten- 


‘tive when some one is making an announcement or 


speaking from the platform! Usually the visiting 


‘speaker is treated with courtesy, but one of the “home 


folks” may be given but scant attention. Every speaker 
has a right to expect a courteous hearing. 


Courtesy to the School—Too frequently members of 
a school are discourteous to their own organization. 
They speak slightingly of the general program, of 
the officers, the teachers, the music, of this thing or 
of that. Our own Bible school stands for something 
high and good in the community, and when members 
begin to belittle the organization, it loses caste in the 
eyes of those on the outside. We all appreciate how 
contemptible a man is who is not loyal to his country. 
Is there any difference between patriotism shown 
toward one’s country and one’s church school? 


Courtesy to the: Building—tThe building in which the 
school meets represents the house of God. There are 
certain courtesies. due the building itself because of 
what it stands for. Endeavor to leave your particular 
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Lesson for August 7 


corner wherever it may be tidy and neat; be careful 
about knocking chairs and furniture about; treat with 
respect the hymn books; do not deface the walls or 
grounds. There are so many ways of showing dis- 


respect to the church building, and yet it is entitled to 
courteous regard. 


Courtesy to the Bible—Our Sunday-school is 
founded on the Bible, the Word of God. Its sole 
object in being where it is, is that we all may study the 
Bible and learn more about God and his plan for us. 
But there are some schools where proper reverence 
is not shown the foundation, the Bible. I saw a super- 
intendent once take a Bible to wedge a wobbly table 
leg. Frequently piles of dilapidated Bibles are found 
in. dusty corners. On the superintendent’s desk the 
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Bible, if there is one,.may be buried under a mass of 
papers, song books, and other things. Let’s give the 
Bible its proper place and extend to the Book the 
courtesy and respect which is its due. 

Reverence for God.—During the prayer period when 
we are talking to him, we should pay attention to the 
One to whom we are speaking. As we sing his praises 
or address him through the medium of song, we should 
recognize his presence. We should treat with great 
courtesy the President of the United States .were he 
to honor us with his presence some Sunday. Our 
deepest reverence is to One so infinitely greater than he. 

The Sunday-school noted for its courtesy is the 
popular school. 
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Giving the Gospel 


A library that sends out the writings of 
james H. McConkey in Braille 








isis 
Light to the Blind 


By Louise Harrison McCraw 











University of Cairo sits a grave-faced young man 
teaching Braille and handcrafts-to 160 blind sheiks 
from the university. Sight has long since left his 


|% A school for the blind near the great Moslem 


eyes, but Ibrahim Gindi has found the true Light and 


the underlying motive of all he does is to bring this 
Light into other physically and spiritually dark lives. 
Besides his classes for these men, he teaches in govern- 
ment schools, training young women to become teachers 
of the blind, and, in addition to this, he teaches the 
Bible in this Mohammedan center, and conducts a 
circulating library which serves 1,344 of the Egyptian 
blind. 

Two years ago a missionary friend gave him a 
Braille copy of “The New Commandment” which had 
been sent her by the Braille Circulating Library in 
Richmond, Va., for distribution among those who had 
been taught English Braille. The program of the 
Library, with an office in the Y. M. C. A. Building, 
Richmond, Va., is simply to circulate, free of charge, 
all the books and pamphlets of James H. McConkey 
in Revised Braille (the embossed type used for finger 
reading) among blind readers all over the world. 
When his swift fingers had flown over the last page, 
he exclaimed, “This is just what my people need — 
something to explain the Bible.” But his people knew 
only the Arabic, and, if the McConkey books were 
to be made available, it would mean tedious work and 
more time than he had to spare. However, he bravely 
began the task of translation, and, before long, a girl 
trained in a mission school offered to help with tran- 


. scribing them into Braille. “God has sent her,” wrote 


Gindi, and the work went on. By the end of 1931 he 
had translated and transcribed all the McConkey books 
and was circulating 400 copies of them among his blind 
fellow countrymen. In one of his letters he says: 
“I have received 112 notes from the different villages 
in Egypt confessing their change in life through read- 
ing these very useful books, and that of course gives 
us good encouragement in carrying on our work. The 
blind in Egypt number 171,000. That is more than 
the number of blind in England, France, and Germany 
combined, so this work needs laborers who are ready 
to sacrifice themselves for their Lord and not to think 
about this life.” 

In another far-away country we see a young pro- 
fessional man and his fiancee (blind also) facing 
gravely the increasing problems that. confront them; 


- he is asking prayer that they may -not thiss God’s 


plan. This is what he says about:the books he.-has 
read in Braille: “I find myself faced with much diffi- 
culty in speaking of the books you have forwarded 
me and which I have devoured. I should like to tell 
the author that after many years of searching and 
longing and seeking, his message came like a thunder- 
bolt from the blue to me. Praise God for it all, to 
whom be all the glory. Yes, I have known only too 
well the fruitless ministry. I have longed to see souls 
saved; but all too conscious have I been of the lack 
of power for the great work. I could tell you a long 
story of my gropings after the truth—a story of one 
failure after another, for there has been much of 
cloud and darkness with us; but I realize that it has 
been just the loving leading of a loving Lord who 
desired to bring me to the place where he could show 
me how futile and puny human effort is apart from 
him. I have talked glibly to others about full sur- 
render and the need of the Holy Spirit when I most 
needed to learn the truth myself. But our God under- 
stands it all and, if we are willing, brings us out of 
darkness to his most glorious light. Perhaps some 
time I may be able to tell you more of the story should 
you care to hear it.” 

Joy Redemption Smith of South China, a beautiful 
young girl whose picture hangs on the walls of the 
Library office, has been blind from infancy and was 
rescued from a river bank by missionaries who adopted 





her and gave her a new name. ‘She knows English 
Braille, and after reading the books she receives from 
the library, she makes a copy of each one so it may 
be kept in her school library. One day before an 
audience of more than a hundred women, she repro- 
duced the message “If We Neglect,” which had so 
touched her own heart, and five of these women pro- 
fessed faith in Christ, two of them offering themselves 
as Bible women. 

Just under Joy Redemption’s picture hangs one of 
Gidadi Solani, who now preaches the Gospel in the 
streets of Abyssinian villages where once he walked 
as a blind beggar. He was twenty-five when his spir- 
itual eyes were opened, and it was after this that he 
learned to speak English and to read it in Braille. 
The books sent to him must be carried four hundred 
miles over land after they leave the boat, and if this 
is done during the rainy season, the books often suffer 
from it. The missionary friend who writes for him 
told of the condition of one consignment recently re- 
turned by him, saying that Gidada had failed to keep 
the books in a metal box during the rainy season and 
explaining that “his house is roofed with grass, so 
is not very rain-proof!” The very smell of that mil- 
dew was sweet because it was a reminder of the glo- 
rious privilege which these precious books have of 
going even into the uttermost parts. 

On a hospital bed in a Canadian town lies a girl 
slowly dying of tuberculosis; her sight is entirely gone, 
and her hearing fast slipping. Because of her dis- 
ease, books have been sent her as a gift instead of a 
loan, and the praying friend who writes for her says 
that she is just beginning to seem: interested in things 
spiritual since she read “Give God a Chance.” Now 
she wants the Bible to be read to her, and the friend 
is earnestly praying that she may find the Way before 
it is too late. 

In one of the largest schools for the blind of India 
where Hindus, Mohammedans, and Buddhists are 
taught along with Christians, the McConkey books 
are being eagerly received and read. The principal 
says, “They all seem interested and ask for more.” 
This principal is a gentleman of culture and vision, 
and, though.a Mohammedan himself, he wishes to give 
his students every advantage possible. A happy per- 
sonal contact was made with him at an international 
convention last year, and as he has sight he was pre- 
sented with the McConkey books in printed form. 
Perhaps he is one of those in the Moslem world who 
are “not far from the kingdom.” At least, he would 
not keep his blind charges out of it. 

In one of the southern states of our own country, 
a minister without sight is leading his congregation 
to a vision of “the things that are to be.” He has read 
McConkey’s “The Book of Revelation,” and something 
of the glory of prophecy has been revealed to him. He 
writes to ask the author some questions about the 
Rapture and to find out whether he has written any- 
thing else on prophecy. He has heard that the library 
is supported entirely by voluntary offerings, so he 
says: “I am enclosing one dollar as a small contri- 
bution to the work. I have been hesitating and wait- 
ing with the hope that I could make a substantial gift. 
This seems at present out of the question. So, as I 
have opportunity, I will do my bit with a prayer that 
God will use it to the advancement of his kingdom. 
May I say again what I have said in other letters. 
Your books have been a blessing to me. This little 
token of remembrance is not in any sense an effort to 
pay for the good things I have received through the 
reading of your books. It is rather a love offering to 
help a little in these days of depression.” 

And as we hear these glad responses from those 
whose hearts have been touched by the medium of the 
embossed page we are encouraged to help in this work 
which God is surely blessing. 


Ricumonp, Va. 
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Kei Chan Sings Her Way Home 
By Sadie Lea Weidner 


When the cherry blossoms brightened all the Japanese 

countryside, little Kei Chan, with songs and words of Life 

on her lips, passed into the presence of her Saviour. She 

had learned to know him at the Mino Mission, Ogaki, 

Gifu Ken, Japan, of which Miss Weidner is the head. This 

touching story is only one of the many that has come out 

of Miss Weidner's work with the women and girls of Japan. 

The American Treasurer of the Mino Mission is H. E, 

Smith, Box 181, Wheelersburg, Ohio. 

GAIN our prayers had been answered. For a 

year we had been praying and looking for a suit- 
able person for janitress of our Ogaki Christian Kin- 
dergarten. It was the time of maple leaves and 
chrysanthemums when beautiful Japan is all the more 
beautiful when Mrs. S. arrived, bringing with her 
Ai Chan and Kei Chan, while her two other children 
were left in the care of relatives, one of them a min- 
ister brother. Mrs. S. had prayed that she might 
find work among Christians where her children could 
go to Sunday-school, as they had done while the 
Christian husband and father was living. 

Kei Chan at once captured the hearts of that whole 
household at Mission headquarters. She was so beau- 
tiful and her black eyes just sparkled. We all dearly 
loved little Kei Chan. But it was not long before we 
knew that she was a much spoiled child. It was a 
serious matter to cross her will, and Mother almost 
always gave way if her child cried long enough. 
Mother loved her so much and meant to be very kind 
to her baby girl. Yes, should anything serious come 
to that child it might even unbalance the mind of that 
mother, so wrapped up was she in her little daughter. 

Kei Chan was nearly four, and soon was one of 
the happiest children in the kindergarten and in the 
Sunday-school of the Ogaki Church. The teachers 
had real pleasure in training her, for she was so quick 
to remember and seemed to take delight in doing what 
pleased the teachers. She amazed us all by the num- 
ber of Bible verses she remembered just one after 
another; and songs, so many, too. Early in the morn- 
ing and until bedtime Kei Chan’s voice might be heard 
in song. What a big place she had in our hearts! 

Then came a time when Kei Chan if she was naughty 
would come to her mother and say she wanted to 
tell God what she had done and ask him to forgive her. 

And now it was March 13, and cherry blossom time 
was near at hand in our part of Japan. Our little 
girl had been in kindergarten as usual that day, but 
at evening she had a high fever. A doctor came, and 
the next morning, another doctor. Symptoms of ekiri 
appeared —a form of dysentery, a disease that strikes 
terror to the heart of any parent, for it carries away 
so many children. Kei Chan was taken to the hos- 
pital, and the doctor said, “Tonight will be the crisis.” 
Mother was constantly at her bedside, and all that 
doctors, nurses, and loving friends could do, was done. 
And we all prayed. 

As evening came on, the little one began repeating 
her favorite Bible verses and singing song after song. 
Her face was radiant. The watchers were quieted by 
what they saw and heard. Wonderful it was! 

It was nearly midnight and the little one was so 
weary she fell asleep. Almost one o’clock, and then 
Kei Chan opened her big, beaming eyes and in a clear 
voice said, “Amen,” and her spirit was gone to Him 
who gave it. What a testimony! What a victory! 

But there was still another victory, a greater one, 
ang that was for Kei Chan’s mother for whose reason 
we had feared in such a crisis. There was calm, 
peace, and even thanksgiving as she said, “After what 
I have seen I could not wish my child back here.” 

“Thanks be to God, who giveth us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.” The hearts of all 
of us were comforted by the words of his precious 
promise: “For the Lord himself shall descend from 
heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, 
and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ 
shall rise first. Then we which are alive and remain 
shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, 
to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be 
with the Lord” (1 Thess. 4:16, 17). 


A Remarkable Attendance Record 
By Walter H. Temple 


igen aye months of perfect attendance is the 
record of Class Seven of the Zion Mennonite Sun- 
day School at Souderton, Pa., and they are striving 
to make an even more enviable showing. 

The fourteen members of the class, ranging in age 
from twelve to fourteen years, entered the ranks of 
the “star” class on the first Sunday in January, 1931, 
and have remained in this group ever since. 

The boys are planning to continue their regular 
attendance and establish an even longer record. 

The members of the class are: Paul Detwiler, How- 
ard Shoemaker, Henry Price, Clarence Andrews, 
Abram Ruth, Kenneth Whitman, Maynard Hunsberger, 
Maiard Hunsberger, Lavern Zeigler, Robert Fluck, 
Joseph Detweiler, Robert Barr, Paul Alderfer, Leon 
Binder, and Mr. Lawrence Bartel, teacher. 
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LESSON 6. AUGUST 7. THE TEN COMMANDMENTS |. 


International Uniform Lesson.—Zxodus 19:1 to 20: II 
Golden Text.—Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might.—Deut. 6:5 








The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee for printing in 


the lesson helps is 20: 


Ki1nG JAMES VERSION 
20:1 And God spake all these words, 
saying, 
2 1 am the Lorp thy God, which have 
brought thee out of the land of Egypt, 
out of the house of bondage. 


3 Thou shalt have no other gods be- 
fore me. 

4 Tbou shalt not make unto thee any 
graven image, or any likeness of any 
thing that is in heaven above, or that ts 
in the earth beneath, or that is in the 
water under the earth: 

5 Thou shalt not bow down thyself to 
them, nor serve them: for I the Lorp 
thy God am a jealous God, visiting the 
iniquity of the fathers upon the children 
unto the third and fourth generation of 
them that hate me; 

6 And shewing mercy unto thousands 


I-ll 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

20:1 And God spake all these words, 
saying, 

2 1 am Jehovah thy God, who brought 
thee out of the land of Egypt, out of 
the house of * bondage. 

3 Thou shalt have no other gods ? be- 
fore me. 

4 Thou shalt not make unto thee a 
graven image, nor any likeness of any 
thing that is in heaven above, or that is 
in the earth beneath, or that is in the 
water under the earth: 5 thou shalt not 
bow down thyself unto them, nor serve 
them; for I Jehovah thy God am a jeal- 
ous God, visiting the iniquity of the 
fathers upon the children, upon the third 
and upon the fourth generation of them 
that hate me, 6 and showing lovingkind- 
ness unto *thousands of them that love 
me and keep my commandments. 


KinG JAMES VERSION 
of them that love me, and keep my com- 
mandments. 

7 Thou shalt not take the name of the 
Lorp thy God in vain: for the Lorp 
will not hold him guiltless that taketh 
his name in vain. 

8 Remember the sabbath day, to keep 
it holy. 

9 Six days shalt thou labour, and do 
all thy work: 

10 But the seventh day is the sabbath 
of the Lorp thy God: in it thou shalt 
not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor 
thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy 
maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy 
stranger that is within thy gates: 

11 For in six days the Lorp made 
heaven and earth, the sea, and all that 
in them is, and rested the seventh day: 
wherefore the Lorp blessed the sabbath 
day, and hallowed it. 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


7 Thou shalt not take the name of 

Jehovah thy God ‘in vain; for Jehovah 
will not hold him guiltless that taketh 
his name ‘in vain. 
_ 8 Remember the sabbath day, to keep 
it holy. 9 Six days shalt thou labor, and 
do all thy work; 10 but the seventh day 
is a sabbath unto Jehovah thy God: in it 
thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor 
thy son, nor thy daughter, thy man-serv- 
ant, nor thy maid-servant, nor thy cattle, 
nor thy stranger that is within thy gates: 
11 for in six days Jehovah made heaven 
and earth, the sea, and all that in them 
is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore 
Jehovah blessed the sabbath day, and hal- 
lowed it. 


1 Heb., bondmen. 7 Or, besides me. 
*Or, a thousand generations. * Or, 
for vanity or falsehood. 





The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin 
President Columbia Bib‘e College 


Approach to the Lesson 


66 HIS great thing” that happened at Sinai was 

the greatest event since “the day that God 

created man upon the earth” (Deut. 4: 32). 

And Sinai also towers above all subsequent events, until 
it is overshadowed by the Cross of Calvary. 

What great thing happened at Sinai? God came 
down. to earth and spoke to men and they heard his 
voice, and God made a covenant with one nation, chods- 
ing them out of all peoples (Deut. 4: 33-37). Ex- 
odus is the book of the Covenant. The Ten Com- 
mandments are the fundamental law on which the 
Covenant is based, the constitution of the new Nation 
that is to be governed by God as their King; a Nation 
was born in that day. But Sinai speaks not to Israel 
only but to all nations of the earth. God gave Israel 
the manna that they might know that “man doth not 
live by bread only, but by every word that proceedeth 
out of the mouth of the Lord doth man live” (Deut. 
8:3). At Sinai God gave Israel his own words, per- 
fect, sure, right, pure, clean, true, and righteous alto- 
gether (Psa. 19: 7-14). 


The Historical Setting 


Sixty days after Israel left Egypt they arrived be- 
fore Sinai, where, about a year before, God revealed 
himself to Moses in the burning bush.. The Moun- 
tain is frequently called Horeb (Exod. 3:1; 17:6; 
Deut. 1:6; 1 Kings 8:9), which seems to te a gen- 
eral name for the locality. Some scholars regard the 
names as interchangeable, while others consider Horeb 
to refer to the range of which Sinai was the most 
prominent peak. Sinai (derivation uncertain, but pos- 
sibly meaning “pertaining to Sin, the moon-god”), 
like other famous mountains of God, has not been 
identified with certainty. Jebel Musa, one of the 
traditional sites, rising to 7,360 feet, is the southern 
of two peaks of a granite range running about two 
miles from northwest to southeast. But there seems 
no adequate space for the assembly of Israel in front 
of this peak. The other peak, Ras es-Sufsafeh, “peak 
of willows,” rises out of a plain a square mile in ex- 
tent with other camping spaces near. It rises sheer, 
and is a “mountain that may be touched” (Heb. 12: 
18; Exod. 19: 12). 


Verse by Verse 

Exodus 20:1.—God spake all these words. Note 
the great emphasis laid on this truth that God spoke 
directly to them, in loving condescension graciously 
instructing them (Exod. 20:22; Deut. 4:33, 36; 5: 
24). 

Verse 2—I am the Lord thy God. The mighty 
God is revealed by his covenant Name, Jehovah, and 
this truth of who God is forms the basis for all the 
commandments. Which have brought thee .. . out 
of the house of bondage. Hitherto he has been known 
as the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Henceforth 
he is the one who redeemed them out of Egypt, the 
house of their physical bondage and the great type 
of the world and of the spiritual bondage of sin. It 
is a people who have been redeemed by blood and by 
power who receive the law. 


Verse '3.—Thou shalt have no other gods before me. 


pee center rer te 


bd % % % 


The first command strikes at the sin of polytheism, 
then universal in the human iamily. The true and liv- 
ing God is the only God. 

Verse 4.—Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven 
image. This command strikes at idolatry, which held 
Israel and all nations of the earth in its grip (Acts 
7: 41-43; Deut. 32: 17-21; Ezek. 20:7, 8). God is 
not only One, but he is Spirit, and any worship by 
outward image will prevent a worship in spirit and 
in truth (John 4:24). Israel claimed that the wor- 
ship of the golden calf was worshiping Jehovah through 
the image (Exod. 32:4). Or any likeness of any 
thing. This has been interpreted by some as prohibit- 
ing statues of any kind or pictures, or even photo- 
graphs. But Israel was commanded to make figures 
of the cherubim and other likenesses. The words are 
not to be taken independently, but in connection with 
verse 5, according to the often used Hebrew parallel- 
ism of expression; the meaning is, “Thou shalt not 
make any likeness for the purpose of bowing down 
and worshiping it, or professing to worship Jehovah 
through it.” 


Verse 5.—I the Lord thy God am a jealous God. 
God is love, and he has jealous love for his people. 
His Name is called “Jealous” (Exod. 34:14), and 
worshiping any other god is spiritual adultery (34: 
15). Visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the 
children. This does not mean that children are un- 
justly punished for their fathers’ sins (Deut. 24: 16; 
Ezek. 18: 1-20). But children do suffer’ for the in- 
iquity of the parents, and they do follow them in their 
evil ways; thus the natural laws that all recognize 
are in operation are here shown to be the expression 
of God’s personal will. It is of Jehovah’s loving 
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The One God 
By Amos R. Welis 


LL the world is crammed with idols, idols made 

of wood and stone, cow and beetle, sun and 
plant, tree and hill, and human bone. Ever men 
have bowed before them, seen their portents in the 
sky, laid their gold on greedy altars, worshiped as 
they came to die. All the world has been polluted 
by their orgies foul and grim. All the world has 
feared the voices hissing from their temples dim. 
Nothing wise and nothing holy, nothing true and 
nothing dear,— only one long, sinuous fully, only 
one fierce, trembling fear! Ah, we know a better 
story! Ah, we know a truer tale! Well we know 
a God whose wisdom cannot fade and cannot fail; 
well we know a God whose power holds the universal 
scheme, while his love is high and holy, sweeter than 
the sweetest dream. One alone in all the heavens, 
onealone in all the earth, is this God of endless glory, 
endless power, endless worth. None is like him, 
none is near him, only one can wear his fame, 
only one can touch his splendor and the dearness of 
his name. Still men worship senseless lucre, and 
the plaudits of the day, beauty, pleasure, ease and 
passion, .as they go the idols’ way! Still God’s men, 
God's favored people, who should be his very own, 
still— how many! —in their folly bow to gods of 
wood and stone. 
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kindness that he visits iniquity, that’ men may be 
turned from sin and trust his mercy (Exod. 34:6, 7). 


Verse 6.—Shewing mercy unto thousands of them 
that love me. God’s mercy abounds much more than 
his judgment. God keeps. covenant and mercy with 
“a thousand generations” (Deut. 7:9), and this is put 
in contrast with the third and fourth generation of 
those that hate him. 


Verse 7.—Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord 
thy God in vain. “Hallowed be thy name.” The pri- 
mary outward application of this to them was not to 
swear by God’s name falsely (Lev. 19:12). Closely 
related to this would be the careless use of God’s holy 
Name in profanity. Back of these outward expres- 
sions of sin is the deeper requirement of the rever- 
encing of God’s Name and all the sacred truth that 
belongs with it. The Lord will not hold him guiltless. 
Man may think lightly of such use of the tongue, but 
God reveals it as sin, and he cannot clear the guilty 
(Num. 14: 18). 

Verse 8.—Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. 
It seems evident that “remember” points back to a 
previous well-known hallowing of the day (Gen. 2: 
2, 3; 7:4; 8:10; Exod. 16:5, 22-30). See Special 
Topics. 

Verse 11.—In six days the Lord made heaven and 
earth ... and rested the seventh day. _ This incident- 
ally seems to suggest that all the work of creation 
described in Genesis’ was covered in the period of six 
days, whatever the length of the days may have been. 
God’s ceasing from his work is a perpetual symbol 
for man’s imitation (Exod. 31:17; cf. Deut. 5:15). 


The Heart of the Lesson 


To know God is ‘to’ love God. -The’ commandments 
were given that men might know Jehovah God, the 
God of love and the God of holiness: To love God 
is to obey him. God’s law is an expression of God’s 
love. The fearful thunders and fire and shaking of 
Sinai, so dreadful that Moses said, “I exceedingly 
fear and quake” (Heb. 12:21), were to reveal the 
greatness and glory of God that they might truly 
fear and reverence him, Everything about the giv- 
ing of the law was an expression of God’s yearning, 
tender love, and a seeking to draw out the love of 
his people (Deut. 7: 6-9). All the law is to the end 
that men might live, and to love God is truly to live. 
The Jews well knew from the first that the sum of 
these words was to love ‘God with the whole heart 
(Deut. 6:4, 5). The law is spiritual and can be kept 
only in spirit and in truth. Israel “continued not” in 
this Covenant, and God made a’ New. Covenant, not 
changing the laws but blotting out their sins and 
writing these same laws on their heart (Heb. 8: 8-13). 
To have faith in the God of mercy and love is to 
have the righteousness of Abraham, and of Moses, 
and the heart of love to God to keep these command- 
ments, by his grace. 


Lesson Outlines 
Tue First Four Worps 
“In the beginning God”: As foundation for all 


commands, Jehovah graciously reveals himself as 
the Covenant God, Redeemer of Israel. 


1. Love and worship God only: hate polytheism. 
2. Love and hallow God’s Nature: hate idols. 
3. Love and hallow God’s Name: hate irreverence. 


Lesson fer August 7 


4. Love and hallow God’s Day: hate secularism 
and earthly mindedness. 


THE CovENANT AT SINAI 

oe gracious invitation to be their God (19: 
5; 

2. Israel’s acceptance (19: 7, 8) 

3. The fearful revelation of fire and earthquake 
(19: 9-25) 

4. The Words of the Covenant: a God to love 
and commands to obey (20: I-21) 


5. i Book of the Covenant (chaps. 20 to 23; 
24:7 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Division of the Ten Commandments. The usual 
division of the “Ten Words” (Exod. 34:28; Deut. 
4:13; 10:4) is that suggested in the lessons, four 
in the first table, concerning duties to God, and six 
in the second table, concerning duties to man. But 
it is altogether probable that the division was five 
on each table; the fifth command, to honor parents, 
was in a different category from duties to neighbors, 
for parents were in the place of God to their children. 


Purposes of the Law. Among the several purposes 
of giving the law to Israel may be noted: to instruct 
them concerning God and righteousness (Deut. 4: 
36), to restrain evil and keep Israel in some measure 
walking in right ways (Gal. 3: 19), to hold up a stand- 
ard that would separate them from other peoples, to 
reveal the exceeding sinfulness of sin (Rom. 7:13), 
to convict Israel of the need of a Redeemer and of a 
power to keep the law, to point forward to Christ the 
fulfiller of the law, the promised Seed and the giver 
of the Holy Spirit (Gal. 3: 15-19). One thing for 
which the law was not intended was to save. 

The Sabbath. Mark the supreme importance of the 
Sabbath law (Exod. 31: 12-18; 35:1-3; Isa. 56:2- 
6; 58:13; Jer. 17: 21-27; Ezek. 20: 12, 24). 

It is evident that the essential obligation of. this 
command and its spiritual essence would be preserved 
if the day- were changed for any reason, provided one 
day in seven were observed. The seventh day was 
the seal of creation and the sign of the old covenant. 
The first day is the seal of the new creation and the 
sign of the new covenant. Christians are under obli- 
gation to keep this day not only on the sanction of 
the principle back of the Sabbath law but by the higher 
sanction of Christian privilege and duty. Seventh 
day Christians make much of the fact that no ex- 
press command is given in the New Testament for 
the change of the day; but if the Gentile believers 
had been obligated to keep the Jewish Sabbath, there 
would have been needed very express command to do 
so, but we find none (Acts 15:28, 29). 

All nations use the seven day week, but most heathen 
peoples make no difference in the days. Some African 
tribes observe one day in seven for rest and recreation, 
but not for worship, Dr. Charles Ernest Scott says 
that one of the reasons for the gambling passion in 
China is the need of relief from the deadening monot- 
ony of life, with every day alike. 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Worship God with reverence and awe. Our God 
is a consuming fire (cf. Deut. 4:24 with Heb. 12: 29). 
Under the New Covenant we have increasing reason 
to fear and hate sin, and to bow in reverence before 
_God who then spoke from the mount but has spoken 
to us from Heaven. Read Hebrews 12: 18-209. 


Guard yourselves from idols. The most spiritual 
book of the New Testament closes with a warning 
against idolatry (1 John 5:21). To love the world 
is to be an adulterer. God’s Spirit, dwelling in us, 
yearns over us with jealousy (Jas. 4:4, 5). To love 
the world is to worship idols (1 John 2: 15-17; 3:1). 

Hallow his Name. Avoid all profanity, not only the 
direct use of God’s Name but the use of words like 
“damn” and “hell.” This also is of the evil one. 
Avoid the free and flippant use of the name of the 
Lord. * 

Keep the Lord’s Day. It‘is still a sign of whether 
we love him. Christians should avoid all things on 
this day that would hinder making it the Lord’s day. 
Yet to make it his day is to make it “for man.” Sun- 
day- newspapers, automobile joy rides, not to speak of 
movies, baseball, golf, swimming, and business, so 
commonly indulged in, do not make for the worship 
and rest so needed by the spirit of man. 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truth 


God’s law was not to bring men into bondage but 
to set them free from bondage. 

God’s law flows out of God’s love. 

Grace does not excuse men from keeping the law: 
it pays the penalty for a broken law and gives life 
and power to keep the law. 

God’s Person, his Nature, his Name, and his Day 
will all be dear to those who love him. 

God is speaking to America through. depression, 
but America is ignoring God and flagrantly breaking 
bord first four commandments, not to speak of the 
others. 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for the 

year may be had from The Sunday School Times Company, 

323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


6. August 7.—The Ten Commandments, I. 
Exodus 19:1 to 20: 11 
. August 14.—The Ten Commandments, II. Exodus 20: 12-21 
. August 21.—The Tent of Meeting ...... Exodus 32 and 33 
9. August 28.--Gifts for Building the Tabernacle. 
Exodus 38:4 to 36:7 
10. September 4.—Evils of Intemperance ............ Isaiah 5 
11. September 11.—Israel Journeying toward Canaan, 
Numbers 10 : 11-36 
12. September 18.—The Reports of the Spies. 
Numbers 13:1 to 14: 45 
13. September 25.—Review: Moses Honored in His Death. 
Deuteronomy 32 : 48-52; 34: 5-8 
Fourth Quarter 
2—The Christian’s Devotional Life. 
I: 1-6; 119 :9-16; Daniel 6: 10; 
Matthew 6: 5-15; 2 Timothy 3: 14-17 


on 
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Psalms 
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Men are crying aloud to the god of Prosperity to 
deliver them from depression. 


Ignorant men make idols with their hands and wor- 
ship them; educated men make an idol with their 
minds, call it “Evolution” and worship it as a god. 


The Jews, cured of idolatry in Babylon, are now 
worshiping Money, one of the Gentile gods: “covet- 
ousness, which is idolatry.” 


Out of Horeb, the smitten rock, came the streams 
of water and also the terrifying fire; so Christ bap- 
tizes with the Holy Spirit and will baptize with the 
fire of judgment. 

Christ bore the curse of a broken law that we might 
have the blessings of a fulfilled law. 


God who shook Sinai is yet to shake heaven and 
earth, that the things that cannot be shaken may re- 
main— God’s Word and those who keep it (Heb. 
12:26, 27; 1 John 2:17). 

Cotumaia, S. C. 

we 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Goddess Nicotine.—T hou shalt have no other gods be- 
fore me (20:3). Here on the Canadian Pacific steamer 
the Princess Charlotte, sailing the Alaskan waters, I 
amuse myself watching my fellow voyagers. The 
cigarette girl from twenty plus to sixty plus years is 
with us. Every one of the poor creatures is in the 
“I would walk a mile for a Camel” class. They can- 
not start a meal or get through one without burning 
cigarette after cigarette. As one fellow said, “That 
cigarette is her little god.” My eyes may be clouded by 
my prejudice, but not one of these girl smokers looked 
sweet and wholesome to me. We did not mix. We 
swapped stories and had our hearty ha-ha’s with the 
good-looking girls who had the fragrance and charm 
of old lace and lavender, so to speak (Prov. 12:4). 
A “swell” hotel of California is “Del Monte,” near 
San Francisco. While we were there the Convention 
of Alpha Chi Omega arrived. There were about four 
hundred of the finest girls I have ever seen. They 
were delegates of that college fraternity. Bright, 
chipper, and as noisy as birds, all having the time of 
their young lives. Note this: We did not see a single 
one of those four hundred lovely young women smok- 
ing. And their vivacity and jollity marked them as 
A-1 high-blooded stock any man would be proud to 
have in his family. There were some be-diamonded 
older women sitting around the palatial lobby with 
long cigaretté holders, blowing smoke from their 
noses. Two young men passed by smoking. We 
heard one say ‘to the other, as he jerked his thumb 
sideways toward a couple of the old smoking girls: 
“How'd you like to have a thing like that for your 
mother?” Yes, Lady Nicotine is undoubtedly en- 
throned as a goddess by many a woman to whom the 
smoke ascends morning, noon, and night. Did I ever 
tell you this, speaking of tobacco: Some one out at 
Winona put this question in Billy Sunday’s box. “Will 
a Christian who chews tobacco go to Heaven?” To 
which Billy answered, “There is no reason I know 
why a Christian who chews tobacco cannot go to 
Heaven, but he would have to go to hell to spit!” 
(Rev. 21: 27.) 


The Cusser.—Thou shalt not take the name of the 
Lord thy God in vain (v. 7). In the years gone by 
our company has advertised considerably in the trade 
papers. Our copy has been different. Our slogan has 
been “Hook ’er to the Biler,” and in many quarters 
Yours Truly is known as “Old Hook ’er to the Biler,” 
and “Old Hook’er,” for short. We naturally are 
vigorously solicited by all the other trade papers. One 
fellow in Cleveland sent us copies of his publications 
and solicited us over and over to take a page. He 
finally wrote, “I cannot understand why I cannot get 
a share of your business for our splendid medium. 
Pray tell me why.” To this I replied, “Yes, I’ -tell 
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you why. You begin.your magazine with wise cracks. 
The very first line was this: ‘A man with a grouch 
is a fool. Now it so happens that almost 


every prosperous concern in this country is headed by 
a. Christian or a godly man, like as net a church officer, 
Presbyterian elder, Methodist steward, Baptist deacon, 
Episcopal vestryman, Quaker trustee, or some other. 
I can't afford to enter a man’s office with a cuss word 
on my lips. This is why I have no use for your kind 
of magazine” (Prov. 13:3; Matt. 12:37). Of all 
the fool habits bad language “takes the cake.” It 
never got an addict to the habit anywhere. Many a 
fellow has sworn himself out of his job. We have 
“fired” some of them ourselves. No cusser has ever 
gained a customer. Many a prospect has been queered 
by the unconscious profanity of the solicitor. This 
has occurred in our own office. One day when Mr. 
C. L. Huston and I were at the convention together, 
a fine looking man, head of a large company, said to 
Mr. Huston, “Mr. Huston, I owe my success to you. 
Years ago I was installing arc lights in your plant and 
I was terribly profane. You took me to task about it 
very nicely. I swore off swearing then and there and 
gave my heart to the Lord. I began to prosper from 
that very day.” Mr. Huston was General Manager 
of his family’s great steel works at Coatesville. 


A Remembrance That Pays.—Remember the. sab- 
bath day (v. 8). When it came Sunday on our good 
ship Pennsylvania certain of the passengers put in 
pretty much the whole day playing cards and other 
games. Others of us attended the divine service put 
on by the ship and conducted by the purser, Mr. Robert 
G. Tolman, and conducted reverently. THE SUNDAY 
ScHooL TIMEs party, in addition to the ship’s service, 
which all attended, had a service of their own. Ye 
Editor, with his usual grace and ability, conducted 
this service. He was going to California to make some 
addresses, and I was bold enough, after he had given 
us a fine address, to accuse him of “trying it on the 
dog.” He did not deny the soft impeachment. We 
said, “Do it agin!” It was strikingly notable that 
those of the passengers who played cards, and they 
were a small fraction of us, were the same that used 
the ship’s bar all week. Things have a way of going 
together in this world (Matt. 12: 45). I have told be- 
fore here in the Corner how for years I have had a habit 
of keeping tab here in Squedunk on those who with 
malice aforethought, murder-in-the-first-degree “kill” 
the Lord’s Day. In many years I have never known 
one to profit by the Sabbath-breaking. The Pennsyl- 
vania Railroad built an arched stone bridge over the 
Brandywine. They worked every Sunday. I walk 
under this stone bridge on my way to Rock Run Sun- 
day School. “Now let’s watch and see,” I said to 
Channel, my right hand man who always goes with 
me. Before the bridge was finished the western abut- 
ment fell down. The eastern abutment gave signs of 
doing the same thing, and they had to throw up several 
great cement buttresses —there they are, go see ’em. 
Then the top of the bridge began to fall off and all 
had to be replaced, and the greatest botch in bridges 
is to be seen right here in Coatesville, spanning the 
Brandywine Valley:.A sample of Sunday work. Uncle 
Sam, take him by and large, remembers the Sabbath 
Day to keep it holy, and Isaiah 58:13, 14. works out 
true. Our great cities are quiet and calm. Not a 
single great store is opened. At Marshall Field and 
Company, in Chicago, the famous show windows have 
curtains all down. Our future as a nation depends 
upon our keeping Sunday. 

CoATESVILLE, Pa. 


Teaching by Objects 


By Ethel S. Low 





MateriaL: A picture of the Taj Mahal, in 


ndia. 











INCE childhood, we have seen pictures of this 

beautiful building, by many considered the most 
beautiful in the world. I wonder how many of you 
know it is a memorial of love ‘built by a heathen ruler 
in memory of his favorite wife? Surely he must 
have loved her with all his heart, when he was will- 
ing to put into marble and gold a dream she had, at 
a cost of many millions of dollars. 

The first commandment is in our lesson today. I 
wonder if we love the Lord with all our heart, and 
soul, and mind. 

If we love him even a little, we will be willing to 
give him some of our worship and time and service. 
Some so-called Christians refuse this. 

But if we love him with all our hearts, we will . 
constantly worship and serve, we will bring ‘our bodies 
and our lives to him as our reasonable service. 

If a heathen shah could build a memorial like this, 
surely you and I should bring to our God everything 
we have and are, that he may build our lives into an 
even more beautiful, and an eternal witness to his grace 
and power. 


Mopesto, CAL. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these yy a 
is an unusual one, and accounts for their 
variety, stimulus, and searching charac- 
ter, The are written by several mem- 

bers of The Sunday School Times staff, — 

Mr. McQuilkin, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, 

and an Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. 

Lane. Have you tried assigning some of 

the questions to different members of your 

class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given on a later 
page of this issue? 
ERE all the Ten Commandments 
known to men for the first time at 
Sinai, or were these commandments 
God’s will for man before Sinai? 

2. If the Ten Commandments were known 
before, what was the specially new thin 
in giving them on tables of stones at Sinai 

3. What words of Scripture reveal that 
God’s presence and voice on Mt. Sinai at 
the giving of the Ten Commandments was 
through “the angel” who at other’ times 
brought God’s very voice and presence within 
man’s sphere of observation? 

4. What is the difference between the first 
and second commandments ? 

5. Where is found the fullest light of 
Scripture upon the Ten Commandments ? 

6. Where else in the Bible are these Ten 
Commandments found, in slightly different 
phraseology ? 

7. Where in the Bible do we find an im- 
pressive piece of satire, showing the folly 
of idol worship? 

8. What is a simple definition of ‘“Chris- 
tian idolatry”? 

9. Why is it apparent that God recog- 
nizes our proneness to forget to observe one 
day in seven as unto him? 

ro. Aside from the sin of it as disobe- 
dience to God, ber is swearing (profanity) 
quite unnecessary 


The Lesson Questions Answered 


The answers to the lesson questions -are 
given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


we 
The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustra- 

tions for this department; one dollar 

is paid for each illustration accepted, 
and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything 
without first securing and reading carefully 
a leaflet explaining the conditions of this 
department, The full list of lessons for the 
year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten 
cents in stamps. Failure to note the condi- 
tions means that good illustrations are con- 
stantly having to be rejected Sy the editors, 
which might otherwise be availab’e. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday 
School Times three full months in advance 
of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the son text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 


Illustrations on other verses than the 
olden Text are specially desired, though 
some on the Golden Text are also n a 


The Mirror of the Word.—Thou shalt 
have no other gods (v. 3). A young 
married couple of Madagascar, desiring 
an idol for their home, asked a maker of 
idols to supply them with one. They went 
to receive it, but it was not made yet, so 
the idol-maker went to the forest and 
brought home the branch of a tree and 
set to work to carve the idol, while the 
couple watched him work. He brushed 
into the fireplace the chips of wood left 
from making the idol, and used the small 
branches of the bough to light the fire 
to boil rice. They paid for their idol 
and returned home well content. Shortly 
afterward a Christian calling at their 
home was led to read from the forty- 
fourth chapter of Isaiah, which describes 
the making of an idol thus, “With part 
thereof . . . he rdasteth roast, .. . yea, 
he warmeth himself... . And the residue 
thereof he maketh a god.” The woman 
was astonished at the exact description 
of what she herself had witnessed. She 
felt that must be a true Book, she gave 
up her idol and became a follower of the 
Saviour, and in that humble home the 
worship of the true God took the place 
of idolatry—From Missionary Tidings. 








Sent by Virginia B. Huntsman, Martins- 
burg, Pa. Prise illustration, 


When It’s Easy to Obey.—Love ee 
and keep my commandments (v. 6). It 
was Grace’s first experience at a board- } 
ing school. A copy of the rules was 
handed to her as she entered. She read 
them with frowning brow and sinking , 
heart. Keep those rules? 


She never | 
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could, and she never would. It was in- 
tolerable!. At supper Grace was intro- 
duced to the principal. What a lovely 
woman! How winning her smile! The 
next day Grace’s admiration increased. 
Soon the girl became one of her most 
devoted adherents. Where were now the 
irksome rules? Her one desire was to 
please the principal. Love made easy the 
fulfilling of the commands.—From the 
Christian Age. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Hempsteads, Bacup, Eng. 


Six Working Days Enough.—Remem- 
ber the sabbath day, to keep it holy (v. 
8). Sidney Cooper, R.A., was once asked, 
“Do you paint on Sundays?” “No,” said 
he, “if I can’t get my living in six days, 
I should not manage it in seven.”—From 
H,. O. Mackay. Sent by Mrs. B. Dowen, 
Surbiton, Surrey, Eng. 


When Kings Defy God.—Remember 
the sabbath day, to keep it holy (v. 8). 
There is a story told in Benjamin Frank- 
lin’s autobiography of a clergyman who 
was ordered to read the proclamation 
issued by Charles I, bidding the people 
to return to sports on Sundays. To his 
congregation’s amazement and horror, he 
did read the Royal edict in church, which 
many clergy had refused to do. But he 
followed it with the words, “Remember 
the sabbath day, to keep it holy,” and 
added, “Brethren, I have laid before you 
the commandment of your king and the 
commandment of your God. I leave it 
to you to judge which of the two ought 
rather to be observed.”—From the Chris- 
tian Herald. Sent by J. A. Clark, Hemp- 
steads, Bacup, Eng. 


“The Sinners’ Parade.”—Remember 
the sabbath day, to keep it holy (v. 8). 
Two young men, seated in the early morn- 
ing train on Monday, were speaking of 
how tired they were, more than on Sat- 
urday night. One related having driven 
to the shore in his new car, and said, 
“Never again for me!” “Have trouble?” 
the other asked. “No, but you know 
what that road is like on Sunday. At 
the height of the home-coming traffic 
there is a line of cars end to end, mile 
after mile, all the way across the state 
to the ferries — ‘the sinners’ parade,’ some 
one near me in a jam called it jeeringly. 
That phrase stuck in my mind. Of course 
they were not all sinners — no doubt there 
were preachers, church workers, and doc- 
tors on their various errands. Let’s be 
charitable. But I can’t get away from 
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the thought of the noise, the dust, the 
un-Sabbath-like gayety and worldliness 
of the crowds, the many disabled cars 
and the one accident when several were 
seriously hurt. Don’t think I am a cow- 
ard,” he continued, “that I am afraid of 
getting hurt physically. I can take my 
chances with the rest. But I am afraid 
of hurts that go deeper.. I’m afraid to 
parade with the sinners when I ought to 
be in church with the saints.”»—From 
The Youth’s Companion. Sent by Albert 
Mygatt, Carthage, S. D. 


A Child’s Love.—Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thine heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with all thy might 
(Golden Text). One night, as a little 
girl knelt for her good-night prayer time, 
her mother, as mothers sometimes do, sug- 
gested things for her little daughter to 
pray about and to give thanks for. ‘““Won’t 
you ask the Lord Jesus to help you to 
love him more?” said the mother. The 
child lifted her head, and there was a 
puzzled look in her clear eyes. “What 
is it, dear?” asked her mother. “Did you 
say for me to ask him to help me to love 
him more?” came the question. “Yes, 
my darling.” “But how can I love him 
more, Mummie? I am just crazy about 
him now.”—From Junior King’s Busi- 
ness. Sent by Emily McFarland, New- 
ark, Ohio. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Edith Goreham 


HREE months have passed since the 

children of Israel left Egypt. Sketch 
briefly their journeyings, and how God 
provided for them—healing the bitter 
waters at Marah, giving them rest and 
refreshment at Elim, supplying them with 
bread from Heaven and water out of the 
rock, and lastly giving them victory over 
the Amalekites — all showing clearly that 
God was with them. 

They are now encamped at the foot 
of a big mountain in the middle of a 
dreary wilderness near the place where 
God had spoken to Moses out of the burn- 
ing bush; and here again that most won- 
derful thing happens. God himself speaks 
to Moses, but not out of a burning bush 
this time. No, but out of a burning 
mountain ! 

One day God called Moses up into the 
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mountain and there he gave him a mes- 
sage for the children of Israel. He told 
him to remind them of all the things 
he had done for them in Egypt and in 
the wilderness, and then to tell them that 
if they would obey him, they should be 
to him a holy nation, his own special 
people. Oh, what a lovely word God 
used. He said they should be his “pe- 
culiar treasure.” The Lord Jesus tells 
us a story of a man who collected beau- 
tiful pearls; and one day he found such 
a wonderful big one that he longed to 
have it for his own, but it was so valu- 
able that he had to sell all that he had 
in order to be able to buy it and make 
it his own “peculiar treasure.” What 
God said to the children of Israel, he 
says to us today. He wants us to obey 
him and then we, too, will be his “peculiar 
treasure.” 

When Moses gave God’s message to 
them, the people replied, “All that the 
Lord hath spoken we will do.” . After 
this, God told Moses that he would speak 
to him from out of a thick cloud on 
the mountain, and that all the children of 
Israel should hear when he spoke, so 
that they might always believe Moses and 
do the things which God commanded. 
He gave them three days in which to 
put away from them all that was unholy 
or unclean, so that they might be fit to 
stand before him. Then Moses brought 
the people out of the camp to the foot 
of the mountain to meet with God, and 
to hear his voice. 

Make the scene thrilling and awe-in- 
spiring to the children. It was one of 
the most impressive scenes in the history 
of the world. Describe the great peals 
of rolling thunder, the continuous flash- 
ing of the lightning, the noise of the 
trumpet, and the thick cloud covering the 
top of the mountain. Tell how the whole 
mountain appeared to be on fire, and 
shook as in an earthquake when God 
came down to it from the place in which 
he lives. Oh, how holy and wonderful 
God is! 

And God spoke to Moses. What did 
he say? “I am the Lord thy God, which 
have brought thee out of the land of 

gypt.” This was the mighty God who 
had delivered them from Pharaoh. Then 
God gave Moses ten commandments to 
teach the children of Israel. But oh, the 
people were afraid when they saw the 
mountain on fire, and heard God’s voice, 
and they ran away! They were afraid 
of God. But Moses said to them, Fear 
not; God has allowed you to hear his 
voice and to see a little of his glory, so 
that you may be afraid, not of him— 
but afraid to sin. Emphasize how God 
hates sin, and how it always brings sor- 
row and suffering with it, not only to our- 
selves, but to others as well. 

King Edward VII of England was once 
paying a visit to a house where all the 
people were deaf and dumb. He was pre- 
sented with these words written as a wel- 
come from the people there. 


We cannot shout, we cannot sing, 
But we can Jove our gracious King. 


The Lord Jesus tells us that God’s 
commands can be spelled with those four 
little letters ——- L-O-V-E. Some one once 
said, “I cannot hear what you're saying, 
because your actions shout so loudly.” 
The way we act proves our love. If we 
really love God, we do not want to dis- 
obey him. Now let us repeat our mem- 
ory verse all together. 


Expression Work 
Draw a flower on the blackboard. Name 
the center “Love,” and let the children 
suggest names for the petals, such as 
obedience, and so on. 
Norwicu, Enc. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we would show forth our love for thee by 
our obedience to thy will. We thank thee 
that thou hast so freely and gloriously re- 
vealed thy will in thy Word, and in the 
Living Word, our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. May we realize that thy commands 
are the outcome of thy love. We would 
have our obedience the fruit of love for 
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Lesson for August 7 


thee. May we not think lightly of thy 
majesty, thy power, through dwelling upon 
thy love as something apart from these. 
No such love as thou hast shown toward 
mankind could flow from any’ source less 
than thine infinite majesty and perfection and 
power. We humble ourselves before thee 
today, and we pray that there may be no 
lack of obedience on our part as we face the 
duties of life. We ask this in the name of 
the Lord Jesus. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Did your mother 
or father ever say to you, “If you 
really love me you will obey me”? Re- 
member what a struggle went on some- 
times in your mind when you didn’t want 
to obey, and yet you knew at heart you 
really did love your father and mother? 
Just think what strain goes out of life the 
moment we make up our minds _ that 
we do want to follow God’s will, and not 
put over against it some notion of our 
own. The Ten Commandments are not 
just hard, rigid musts, but they came from 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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the loving and wise almighty God. What 
better counsel could his people ask than 
any command that comes from him to 
them? Have you ever thought how won- 
derful it is that we can know what God 
wants us to do? His commands are a 
part of his everlasting kindness. Let us 
never forget that. We ought to rejoice in 
his restraints. It is all given to us in 
love. Let us on our part hold nothing 
back. Let us pray. 


GOD'S (Forrechon 


OMMANDS 


ALL GIVEN IN LOVE 
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Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 


How the Lesson Is Taught This Week 
A Great Leader — Choosing and Enduring 
—by Faith: 

Receiving God’s Law of Love: 

1. Love for God: 


(1) In the heart; (2) in worship; (3) 
in speech; (4) in keeping his day. 


benny girls have been reading this 
week the record of events that im- 
mediately preceded the giving of the Ten 
Commandments (Exod. 17, 18, 19), and 
they should be prepared to receive your 
help in understanding the first four of 
them, assigned for study this week. Aside 
from this mental preparation and under- 
standing, are your girls really prepared 
in heart to receive the true teaching of 
these, the fundamental laws of righteous- 
ness? So often young people are being 
taught that there is no moral law, no 
binding obligation to do right, no actual 
right or wrong; and that self-expression, 
expediency, “getting by with it” are the 
standards that determine conduct. Your 
task today is not only to teach your girls 
what these laws of God are, when and 
how they were first given, and what they 
mean, but you should teach and pray that 
they will do just what Moses did in the 
first case: truly choose to receive them 
into their hearts as God’s own and un- 
changing laws of righteousness. 

First, then, think back through Chapter 
19, and note how carefully God taught 
Moses that the manner of receiving what 
he was about to give his people was all- 
important, and how Moses chose to obey 
thoroughly every least detail of all those 
instructions. Réad aloud those fine verses 


‘from. God’s own’ words (vs. 3-6), and 


then observe the details given (vs. 7-14) 
as to how completely Moses obeyed every 
direction’ he had received. , Notice that 


God conditioned his golden promises to 


his people upon their true obedience to 
these laws: “Jf ye will obey my voice 
indeed, and keep my covenant, then” — 
Will it not be well to pause in the very 
midst of your lesson period for an ear- 
nest prayer that God will touch all the 
hearts of your group to receive and obey 
these ,divine laws, before you proceed to 
a closer study of them? 

There is such a vivid picture of that 
remarkable scene on the great valley plain 
surrounding Mt. Sinai, as that host stood 
at “the. nether part of the mount” and 
looked and listened with solemn awe upon 
the thunders and lightnings and the smoke 
as of a great. furnace, the voice of an 
exceeding loud trumpet; and felt the fear- 
ful quaking of the whole mount, “so that 
all the people that was in the camp trem- 
Do not fail to note that God 
answered Moses “by a voice” out of that 
thundering; smoking, quaking mountain, 
and that. was the voice that “spake all 
these words, saying,” in what we call 
“The Ten Commandments.” 

_I. Now, fully impressed with their di- 
vine origin, your girls should be ready 
to study the central meaning in each of 
the first four of those laws — those four 
that teach us how to express our love 
for God. 

_ They can readily see that the first, 
in its utmost simplicity, really encom- 
passes all, yet deals with that inward de- 
votion of the deepest heart, where God 
and not another, nor another thing, should 


have the sole place of worship. 

The second limits our outward acts of 
worship to those of the spirit, forbidding 
the aid of images, so prone to become 
speedily the objects of worship, as his- 
tory proves over and over. ; 

The third keeps our very speech rever- 
ent by keeping out of it the light or 
angry or reviling use of any of God's 
names or titles. 

The fourth bids us keep one whole day 
in seven for such rest as shall enable us 
all to worship God, through the spiritual 


-| nourishment of our: souls- rather -than the 


active supplying of our material or mental 
needs as on other days. 

We should never have chosen these four 
ways of nurturing and expressing our 
love for God, but he has so taught us, 
and we can but obey, if we love him. 


Home Study 


Spend this whole week memorizing 
these four commandments, exactly, by 
their numbers — unless they are already 
yours “by heart,” when you will do well 
to read our Lord’s teaching concerning 
them in his “sermon on the mount.” 


Decatur, GA. 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: God first—in holy awe. 
Discussion: Let the fellows name some 
other forms of idolatry other than wor- 
shiping images. 

Objective: Giving God his rightful 
place. 

















AY, fellows, to put God first in every | 


matter —in every. interest — in every 
decision: that is setting up a standard. 
It is the highest, the best, the safest, the 
most inspiring standard you could set up. 
It is a divine standard, for God himself 
placed it at the very head of the Deca- 
logue. ‘Thou shalt have no other gods 
before me.” That is the first command- 
ment. Left to his natural inclinations, a 
fellow will make a god of his. appetite, 
of. his business, of his sports, of his ease, 
of his books, of his friend, or even of 
his dog. To. have satisfaction in these 
is no sin; God has provided such for a fel- 
low to enjoy. But whenever his inter- 
est or devotion to any one or more of 
them takes the place of the time, the 
thought, the. service, the worship he 
should give to God, then it is a violation 
of his holy law, and such is sin. 

And you can’t get away with it. A 
fellow may leave God altogether out of 
his program and for a time seem to be 
going fine; but sooner or later he will 
come to grief. 

There is little probability of your be- 
ing tempted to bow down to, and worship, 
an idol made of wood or stone or: metal. 
You are too intelligent to think of. deity 
as existing in an image made by the 
hand of man; but there is the strong 
probability of your being tempted to leave 
God out of your life and to put other 
things in the place that God should oc- 
cupy. Men do not seem to get too intelli- 
gent to fall into that mistake.. Some 
very smart men, educated men, men of 
great talent, have. been so foolish as to 
ignore God’s claims —to deny even his 
very existence — but they were wrecked 
upon their own stubborn wills. - 

Some of these ‘very smart men called 
themselves atheists, and.tried to influence 
their generation’ to think as they did: It 
is tragically interesting to note the quoted 
dying words of some of ‘thé most cele- 
brated atheists. Edward Gibbon; thé great 
historian, dying, is said to have ex- 
claimed: “All is dark and doubtful!” 
What a pity that the brilliant mind that 
had’ written‘ the most illuminating his- 
tory of the Roman Empire the world has 
ever had should grope in darkness just 
at the moment when one’s spirit is break- 
ing its mortal clay to enter eternity. Jean 
Francois Voltaire, another great historian 
and author, and an atheist, is said to have 
cried out as he was dying: “I am aban- 
doned by God and man: I shall go to 
hell!” Gabriel Honore Mirabeau, the re- 
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nowned French stavesman and orator, dy- 
ing, calls to his attendants: “Give me 
more laudanum, that I may not think of 
eternity!” Thomas Paine, famous for 
his publication of “The Age of Reason,” 
and his vicious assaults upon the Bible, 
closed his mortal eyes with these words 
upon his tongue, “Stay with me, for God’s 
sake; it is hell to be left alone!” It is 
said that his dying screams could be 
heard two blocks away. I was told that 
by a lady whose mother lived in the town 
where Paine died. 

Ah, how weil God: knows ‘our hearts, 


-fellows. .-He made-us, and. he so made us 


that we cannot ignore him and be happy. 
More than that, we must put him in the 
first place to find our heart’s greatest 
content — our soul’s best joy. 

And in holy awe, let-us revere his holy 
name. There is a tendency among some 
fellows today to speak lightly of God’s 
name, God’s law, God’s house, God’s day. 
Even some Christians do that. It will 
not do; it will'work harm. It reacts hurt- 
fully upon the speaker. “Thou shalt not 
take the name of the Lord thy God in 
vain” — God himself has said it — “for 
the Lord will not hold him guiltless.” 
And a fellow does not have to swear in 
order to be guilty of that sin. If he takes 
God’s name in any other than reverence 
and holy awe, it is taking it in vain. 

Always, fellows —God first —in holy 
awe. 


GreEENSBoRO, N. C, 
w 


This Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the lesson for August 7) 


1. All Ten Commandments, including the 
Sabbath requirement, were known to the 
Jews before Sinai and were also the moraf 
obligations upon all men. In Abraham’s 
time, Hammurabi, the Babylonian king, had 
a code that included most of these provisions. 


2. At Sinai God entered into covenant re- 
lations with Israel as a nation, forming a 
theocracy, with Jehovah as king. The Ten 
Commandments were the basis of that cove- 
nant, summarizing the obligations to God 
and to men as had not been done before and 
making them a definite agreement with his 
redeemed people. 


3+ Read Stephen’s words in Acts 7: 35-38, 
53; Hebrews 2:2; Galatians 3: i9. 


4. The first commandment forbids poly- 
theism, the second forbids idolatry. Men 
might worship the sun or the moon as gods 
and recognize other gods, as the Greeks and 
Romans did, without making images of them. 
Men might profess to worship Jehovah 
through images. But the commandments are 
a vital unity and one could not break the 
second without breaking also the first. 


5. Surely our Lord himself penetrates into 
their deepest meanings in his own “Sermon 
on the Mount” (Matt. 5, 6, and 7). 


6. They are repeated in Deuteronomy 5: 
7-21. 


7. See Isaiah 44: 10-20. 

8. It is allowing anything or person to 
occupy the place of God in our lives. 
.. 9. Because He says “remember” to keep 
it holy. 

10. Our language is capable of giving 
equally full expression and ample emphasis 
to any thought without profanity. 





[ Children at Home 





When Grandmother Was 
a Little Girl 





I. Watching the Sheep Go By 
By Nellie E. Burd 


The young members of The Sunday School 
Times family will be interested in. this series 
of five stories, of which this is the first, telling 
how a little girl lived a great many years ago. 
The series will continue in an early issue. 


OIS watched a huge touring bus speed 

down the street and turn the cor- 
ner. “Grandmother,” she teased, “how 
thrilled you would have been if you could 
have seen such a car passing your home 
when you were a little girl. You would 
have been frightened out of your wits, 
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to see it running along with no horses 
to pull it.” 

Grandmother’s eyes twinkled. “And 
you,” she replied, “would have been just 
as thrilled and frightened to see some 
of the things I saw pass my home when 
I was a little girl.” 

“Oh, what, Grandmother ?” 

“Well,” Grandmother’s needle paused 
in its busy weaving in and out of the 
stocking she was darning, and her eyes 
looked away to the distant Mount Tam- 
many as if she were looking far, far 
beyond it, looking far back into the days 
of childhood those eighty-four years away. 
She laughed. “You would have been 
frightened out of your wits perhaps had 
you seen a drove of sheep passing your 
house.” 

“Sheep! Just sheep? 
was indignant. 

“Yes, just sheep, You have no idea 
of the thundering noise made by the 
trampling of thousands and thousands of 
hoofs, nor of the clouds of dust raised 
by those same thousands of feet.” 

“That would mean hundreds of sheep. 
Were there really that many, Grand- 
mother ?” 

“There were at times. Some sheep 
owner who had large flocks would be 
sending them to market. I well recall 
the first time I saw such a thing. It was 
Monday noon, and Mother and Aunt Kate 
had just finished hanging up the snow 
white sheets and pillow cases and all the 
other pieces in the week’s wash. The 
grass in front of the house was covered 
with linen bleaching in the sun. I had 
gladly seen the last piece stretched out 
smooth and taut; for I had to help with 
that, and I wanted to run away to the 
orchard to play. 

“*There,’ Mother said, ‘I am thankful 
that is done. Now we must hurry to get 
dinner on the table, for the men are work- 
ing in the near field today, and will get 
here early for dinner.’ 

“Just then Granf’r, as we always called 
dear old Grandfather Miller, came hob- 
bling down from the red barn on the 
hill and across the road as fast as his 
stiff old legs would bring him. He was 
trying to shout something to us. Mother 
motioned to me, ‘Run, child, see what he 
says. I hope the new little colt is not 
sick.’ 

“I gladly splashed through the tiny 
brook, at the foot of our yard and ran 
toward Granf’r. He was calling, ‘Clothes! 
Clothes! Sheep! Clothes! Sheep!’ 

“Back to Mother I ran. ‘We have no 
sheep, Mother. Granf’r is saying about 
clothes for sheep.’ ’ 

“Then for a minute I thought Mother 
and Aunt Kate, too, had gone crazy. 
They ran, snatching the wet clothes from 
the clothes lines, letting the pins fall 
to the ground unheeded. I was sent scam- 
pering about to gather up the bleaching 
linen and dump it back into the big boiler. 
Granf’r came over to us and tried to 
help. 

“Just then Father and one of the hired 
men came running down the road. Mother 
called to me, ‘Father will finish the linen, 
Sarah. You run-into the house and shut 
the windows. Shut tight the kitchen 


Humph!” Lois 


r. 

“Filled with the excitement the others 
were showing, though I did not know 
what it was all about, I hurried from 
room to room shutting the windows. My 
little legs fairly trembled with excite- 
ment, and my breath came in gasps from 
the hurry and exertion. When I got 
back downstairs to the kitchen I was 
crying with fear of this unknown terror 
that had all my folks acting so strangely. 
Mother was there pushing the pans and 
baskets of wet clothes back into the cor- 
ner. She saw my tears and gathered me 
in her arms for a moment. ‘Why, Sarah, 
it is nothing to scare you this way. It 
is just a drove of sheep that is being 
driven down Cedar Road and must come 
past the house. Listen! Hear them?’ 

“Indeed I did hear them. The house 
seemed to shake with the sound. I went 
out on the little front porch, and then 
I understood why the clothes had been 
yanked from the lines. You know our 
roads were never oiled or sprinkled, and, 
save for a day or so after a rain, they 
were ridges of dust, dust inches deep. 
What clouds of it those sheep were rais- 
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ing as they came on! I could not see 
them for the dust. It all looked like a 
great, moving, brown cloud. I choked 
and spluttered with the dust, and had to 
rub my eyes that were filled with it. I 
thought of what would have happened to 
the snowy wash that had taken Mother 
and Aunt Kate’s hard work all morning; 
for near me hung a towel that had not 
been taken in and its wet surface had 
caught so much dirt that it looked like 
a piece of brown cloth. 

“The men with the sheep were shouting 
and calling. Dogs barked now and then. 
I crouched back near the door, for I 
expected to have that sea of noise and 
dust break from the road near our un- 
fenced yard and come in a great mass 
clear up over the lawn and little porch.” 

“Grandmother, why didn’t they?” 

“For several reasons. The men with 
them were trained to know how to drive 
sheep and keep them in the road. The 
sheep dogs were clever, and knew just 
where to hurl their weight and when to 
bark to keep the sheep in line. Sheep will 
follow their leader. They are silly things 
about that at times. If they are fol- 
lowing the leader sheep and he jumps 
over a wall down into a deep hole, or 
leads them into deep water, they will 
follow without using their brains to think 
of danger ahead.” 

“Is that why, Grandmother, there are 
those words in the Bible that Mr. Caul- 
kins preached about the other day? You 
know, something about the sheep follow- 
ing a voice. Jesus said it.” 

“That is in John, the tenth chapter,” 
Grandmother told Lois. “ ‘He goeth be- 
fore them, and the sheep follow him: for 
they know his voice,’ We are his peo- 
ple and the sheep of his pasture and we 
need to read his Word and know his 
voice so that he can lead us always.” 

“Did your drove of sheep know their 
owner’s voice?” asked Lois. 

“Hardly. There were so many, and he 
did not care for them and take them to 
pasture every day and call each by name 
as the shepherds do in the country where 
Jesus Christ lived when he was on earth.” 

“Did it take long for them to pass 
your house?” 

“It seemed a long, long time to me. 
Down at the foot of the hill, where the 
old bridge crosses the turn of the brook 
and the low meadows are never farmed 
but kept for grazing for the cows and 
horses, the men stopped the sheep. The 
dust was gradually settling, and I could 
see that several of them were earnestly 
talking with Father. Then he and two 
of our workmen went down and took 
away some bars of the fence to those 
pastures, and the sheep were driven in 
there. I trotted down part way after 
Father to watch. I was glad to see the 
sheep get out of the hot, dusty road into 
the nice green, grassy fields. 

“When we were at the dinner table, 
after the blessing had been asked on the 
food, the men began to tell Mother and 
Aunt Kate and Grandmother about it. 
It seemed that it was unusual to stop 
the journey of sheep at midday; but there 
were several young and weak ones, and 
they had been driven along the road from 
the last stopping place since just after 
midnight. Hunger would make them un- 
ruly. They had rented the fields from 
Father for over night and would again 
start out at daybreak to make as much 
time as possible before the heat of the day.” 

“It must have heen a pretty sight to 
see them in the fields,” said Lois. 

“I do not recall; but I do know the 
fields were not pretty sights the next day.” 


“Every blade of grass and every green 
particle was cropped off close to the 
ground. The fields looked as bare and 
drear as if they had never known the 
green covering Mother Nature so gener- 
ously gave them. That is why Father 
had to take rent for them for just one 
night. He knew that the sheep would 
undo the work of growth of months.” 

Lois gave a little sigh. She had been 
so interested in the story that she felt as 
if she were truly tired by all the excite- 
ment. . 

“Yes,” she said, “I guess I, too, would 
have been frightened if I had been there, 
Grandmother.” 


(To be continued) 
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Not Every Man Can Be 
A Great Preacher ... 


But Every Man Can Speak a 
Timely Word to an Individual 


This is the central theme of that well-known 
book, which has just been reprinted— 


Individual Work for Individuals 


By Henry Clay Trumbull 


The book is not merely a narrative of per- 
sonal experiences in the line of effort for the 
spiritual welfare of others. It is an illustra- 
tion of what God is ever ready to do for one 
who will work for Him and for those whom 
He loves, as God opens the opportunity in 
his providence. 


It is a presentation of the best way of doing 
missionary work in the home and the foreign 
field, and an appeal for the doing of such 
work by all. 


Charles G. Trumbull says 
in the Introduction to the new edition— 


“Not only was individual soul-winning the great passion 
and purpose of my father’s life, but it is a significant fact 
that the little book now reprinted, in which he gave many 
of his typical experiences in telling others of Christ and 
earnestly seeking to lead them to Christ, proved to be the 
most influential of all the many books he wrote. It is 
welcome news that the great publishing house that has 
circulated for many years such an extensive literature, in 
faithful adherence to the Scriptures and the work of evan- 
gelization, should now desire to reprint this book as a com- 
panion work to that other remarkable story of a soul-winner 

of the past generation, Uncle John Vassar.” 


YOU MAY HAVE A COPY 
OF THE BOOK 


if you will send us four Ten Weeks Get 
Acquainted subscriptions to THE SUNDAY 
SCHOOL TIMES at 25c each, to be sent to four 
of your friends. The book and four Ten 
Weeks subscriptions to the T1MEs for the 
price of the book alone,—only $1. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 


325 NORTH THIRTEENTH STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PA. 














Lesson for August 7 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Aug. 14. Our Father’s World. Psa. 8: 1-9. 
(An outdoors worship program.) 

Aug. 21. Qualities of a Christian. Rom. 12: 
9-18; Phil. 4: 8. 

Aug. 28. Why Do Some Approve of Christ, 
but Reject Organized Christianity? 1 Cor. 
321-7. 

Sept. 4. What Is Our Attitude to Work and 
the Worker? Eccles. 9: 10; 1 Thess, 4 : 9-12. 
(Consecration mecting.) 


Sunday, August 7 


How Does Nature Speak to Us about 
God? (Psa. 19: 1-6) 
(Consecration. meeting) 





Mon.—Wisdom seen in nature (Rom. 1: 
19, 20). 

Tues.—Power seen in nature (Psa. 104: 
I-14). 

Wed.—God’s care seen in nature (Matt. 


6 : 25-34). 
Thurs.—God’s goodness (Acts 14 : 15-17). 
Fri.—Marvels of instinct (Prov. 30 : 25-28). 
Sat.—Order and goodness (Gen. 1: 1-5, 
31). 














What does the uniformity of nature’s laws 
tell you? 

What does the evid of d 
ture tell you about God? 


What message lies in nature’s beauty? 





ign in na- 


’Tis elder Scripture, writ by God’s own 


and ; 
Scripture authentic, uncorrupt by man. 
—Edward Young. 


The hand of God 

Has written legibly that man may know 
The glory of the Maker. 

—Henry Ware, Jr. 


Of this fair volume which we World do 
name 

If we the sheets and leaves could turn with 
care, 

Of Him who it corrects, and did it frame, 


We clear might read the art and wisdom 
rare: 


.Find out His power which wildest powers 


doth tame, 

His providence extending everywhere, 

His justice which proud rebels doth not 
spare, 

In every page, no period of the same. 


But silly we, like foolish children, rest 
Well pleased with colour’d vellum, leaves 
of gold. 
Fair dangling ribbands, leaving what is best, 
Of ~ —_ Writer’s sense ne’er taking 
old ; } 

Or if by chance we stay our minds on aught, 

It is some picture on the margin wrought. 
—William Drummond. 


HE Psaims are full of expressions 

of God’s revelation of himself in 
nature. The one chosen for our Scrip- 
ture lesson is one of the most familiar 
of these. Surely it is difficult to under- 
stand how anyone cof a right mind can 
look upon the tremendous forces of nature, 
its beauty and grandeur, its perfection of 
detail, and yet can conclude that it all 
happened by chance and apart from the 
definite design of an all-wise Creator. 

Yet the first chapter of Romans shows 
us clearly that sinful man does not read 
aright the evidence that God has placed 
in nature as to his deity and power. Read 
Romans 1: 18-32 for God’s indictment 
against the whole world because of its 
failure to see him in nature. 

However, it is important for us to rec- 
ognize that, although men may learn from 
nature that there is an all-wise God who 
has planned and who controls the whole 
scheme of things, there is no statement in 
God’s Word, that such a revelation of 
God is sufficient for redemption. 

God sent first his prophets to tell man 
of his love, to show his hatred of sin, and 
his desire that man might return to him 
in repentance and walk according to his 
laws (Heb. 1:1, 2). Then, the prophets 
were followed by his own Son, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, himself, who came to show 
us God’s love, as nature can never do. 
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He also came to die for the sin of the 
world, so that we might come back to 
God and be reconciled to him. 

Marvelous then as is God’s revelation 
of himself in nature, it cannot compare 
with the marvel of his revelation in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Nature speaks of a 
mighty, all knowing Creator, but only 
Christ reveals how we may please him 
and serve him. 


This great truth, however, need not hin- 
der us from enjoying all that God gives 
us in nature. On the other’ hand, when 
we understand God’s love as revealed in 
the Lord Jesus Christ, then, and only then, 
can we truly appreciate nature. In the light 
of God’s revelation that streams from Cal- 
vary, we see in nature not merely beauty 
of line and color and marvelous skill and 
power, but we see the loving provision of 
a Father who lets not one sparrow fall 
to the ground wumobserved, who daily 
clothes the grass, yet who will much 
more clothe and provide for us who are 
the children of his love (Matt. 6: 30, 31). 

PHILADELPHIA. 








Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 




















Questions for answer, and other com- 
munications, may be addressed to Mother 
Ruth, The Sunday School Times, 323-327 
North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. No 
names or addresses or identity will be 
published in The Sunday School Times; 
and if questions are too personal for an 
answer in these columns, Mother Ruth 
will be glad to reply individually if pos- 
sible, if return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: You have helped so 
many, I do hope you can help me. I am 
trying to be a Christian, but I do not know 
whether I am saved or not. I am sorry 
that I never came to Jesus before, but I’ve 
started. I pray every morning, sometimes 
at noon, and always at night. Before I close 
my eyes, I ask God to forgive me and make 
me a Christian, and I cry, but do not feel 
exactly satisfied with myself. I have turned 
from my wicked ways: and I also ask God 
for a vision, or something to make it plain 
that he has heard me and forgiven me. 
Do you think if I turn from all worldly 
things as I have and keep on praying that 
God will answer me? When I am in church 
on Sunday and certain hymns are sung, I 
sit and cry, because they touch my heart. 
Sometimes I think God has saved me, and 
I do not understand it, but if he has, don’t 
you think he would make it plainer to me? 
Tell me, Mother Ruth, why doesn’t God 
answer my prayers? I am poor, but I de- 
light in charity. I sometimes do without 
things I need very, very badly, and give 
to a poor family, and I feel so happy about 
it. I read my Bible every day, and help 
every one I can, so please tell me what is 
the matter. At times when I am all alone 
I go to my knees and pray to God until 
the tears run down my cheeks, but I get 
no assurance that I am saved. But I shall 
never stop praying and asking God for help. 
Please give me all the help you can and 
pray for me individually. I am a subscriber 
to The Sunday School Times and read all 
your answers to Girls’ Problems.—SORROW- 
FUL. 


Y DEAR GIRL: What a joy it is 

to give you the Word of God and 
tell you to open your Bible and read in 
Romans 10:13 these words: “For who- 
soever shall call upon the name of the 
Lord shall be saved.” And then look 
at Acts 16:31, and read, “Believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt 
be saved, and thy house.” Now go back 
to Romans 10 and read verses 9, 10, and 
II, and see what is yours, and believe it! 
You can’t do anything else, can you? 
For it is God’s Word, and it cannot be 
untrue. 

I am so glad you “have turned from 
your wicked ways,” but I want you to 
see that you are not saved on that ac- 
count, for that is simply the outcome of 
being saved. Our good works do not 
affect our salvation; we are saved by 
Jesus Christ and him alone. It is the 
blood that washes from sin, and cleanses 
us from all unrighteousness. Read this: 
“The blood of Jesus Christ his Son 
cleanseth us from all sin’ (1 John 1:7), 
Your acceptance of this offer from 





Heaven gives you eternal life. You be- 
lieve the Lord Jesus Christ, and there- 
fore you can accept this verse in John 
3: 36, “He that believeth on the Son hath 
everlasting life.” That.settles the ques- 
tion, doesn’t it? And no merit of your 
own has anything to do with it, it is all 
of grace. 


I wish you would take the Book of | 


John, and read it through. Then take it 
and read it again, and keep reading it, 
until you feel the heart throbs of the 
joy that is yours, when you take God at 
his word. Do not let any suggestion 
from the Evil One take this from you, 
but accept the truth as presented in God’s 
Word. Rest on that and then go forth to 
do all that he commands you to do. The 
things of the world will lose their at- 
traction as you grow. like him, and seek 
in prayer to know his will for you and 
to do his commandments. He will show 
you many things you can do for him, and 
you will have the happiness of the Chris- 
tian as you labor for him. ; 

Read your Bible and pray, and rejoice 
that you are born again and have the for- 
giveness of your sins through the blood 
shed on Calvary. If anything troubles 
you further write me again, and I shall 
pray for your faith to be steadfast, un- 
movable, and not to be influenced by feel- 
ing. “Will God answer me?” you ask. 
Yes, he has answered, as I have proved 
by the Scripture I have given you. Don’t 
allow anything to prevent this from sink- 
ing down deep in your heart. God, for 
Christ’s sake, has heard your prayer, ac- 
cepted you, and you are his! You are 
his child because you are believing on his 
name, and have believed his Word, and 
have accepted the gift of eternal life. 

I wish you would send to the Bible In- 
stitute Colportage Association, 843-845 
North Wells Street, Chicago, and get a 
little leaflet called “If I Am Saved, 
Wouldn’t I Know It?” written by Moody. 
It is very clear and you will enjoy it. 
It costs two cents. Now take John 5: 


24, and rejoice that to you has been given 
“everlasting life,” and that you are saved! 
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“CHRISTIAN LIFE 
SERIES ” 


Sunday School Literature 


A Fairly Full Line of 

QUARTERLIES AND 
MONTHLY PAPERS 
IN WEEKLY PARTS 
Following the 
International Uniform Lesson Topics 

Samples on Application 

Address 


UNION GOSPEL PRESS 
Box 680 CLEVELAND, OHIO 





























STUDY AT HOME 


men win h 







ent. tunities now than 
asedediventwnMlaeitecise are 
$8,000 to $10,000 Annually 
Weguide by 5 can train at home dur- 
, Secon eee cre Gees Re 
We furnish all text material, including It Pa Library 
Ha Senet Becks BREET Sona for Sveti 
LaSalle Extension University, Dept. 7483 LA, Chicago 
The World's Largest Busi Training Ineti 

















W/o 4 . a a Si SAN 
The Wet “Crusaders"’ answered in a 45-minute 
address delivered at church conventions. Pam- 
phlet has six striking cartoons. It is by Shad- 
duck, author of the Jocko-Homo booklets. If 
you have read one of them, you know what to 
expect in this. Two copies postpaid for 10c. 
Quantities at cost; details given with first order. 
Homo Pub. Co., Rogers, Ohio 
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American Bible Society. 


“In these days of uneasiness about 
investments, it is so comfortable to 
know that my annuity agreement 
with the American Bible Society is 
absolutely safe and that I can de- 
pend on the payments from it. And 
I know that all the time my money 
is doing good.”"—A. D. . . . Illinois 





SAFETY 


means everything 
-+-to THEM 


} Safety fares Safety is one of the many sat- 


isfactory features possessed 
by the annuity agreements issued by the American 
Bible Society. Instituted in 1816 this organization has 
for over eighty years been issuing annuity agreements 
and has never missed a single payment. Many testimonials 
similar to those below have been received expressing great 
satisfaction in the freedom frem anxiety made possible by 
the safe character of the Society’s annuities. 


The safety feature of an American 
afet plus Bible Society annuity agreement is 
further enhanced by the assurance that on through the years 





jill continue to do good. Great satisfaction comes to the 
Christian in knowing that because of his annuity the com- 
fort, the counsel and the challenge of the Scriptures will 
be distributed across the earth through the service of the 


much to me. Safety therefore was 
the first requisite.” 
M. P.... New York 


You, too, should know about these Annuity Agreements. 
The coupon below, filled out and mailed to us, 
will bring you full information. 


“A short time ago I began to 
think about an income for the 
future. Experience taught me that 
some investments were not satis- 
factory and secure. I had very little 
to expend but that little meant 





Please send me your booklet SS-53 giving full information 
on the annuity plan of the American Bible Society. It is 
understood that this request places me under no obligation. 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY, 
Astor Place, New York 


FOR ts 


Name Den ination 














Street 





Se ee seibeaiiennaindas 
Be sure to fill in clearly your name and complete address, 


State...... 
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With the New Books 











Notes on the Revelation. By W. J. 
Erdman, D.D. Edited by Charles R. 
Erdman, (Fleming H. Revell Co., New 
York, $1.25.) The late Dr. W. J. Erd- 
man, who passed away in 1923, was one 
of the ablest and most beloved Biblical 
expositors of his time, and as Secretary 
of the Niagara Bible Conference from 
1880 to 1901 he exerted a great and 
blessed influence on the entire Bible con- 
ference movement in this country, now 
of such immense proportions. He was 
also one of the editors of the Scofield 
Reference Bible. It was by his own con- 
ference teaching, and not by the few 
writings that he found time to publish, 
that Dr. Erdman’s greatest influence was 
exerted 

A careful study of this book by Dr. 
Erdman, recently published, leads one to 
believe that many of the late writer’s 
friends will regret that it was published 
at all, There are less than fifty pages 
of the author’s own notes on the Revela- 
tion -(the rest of the book being taken 
up with a printing of the entire text of 
Revelation, and with the notes of the 
editor); and for mature students of the 
Scriptures, who will most benefit by this 
study, fifty pages is too brief a space for 
adequate exposition of the most difficult 
book in the Bible. 

Many years ago Dr. W. J. Erdman 
published a booklet, “Brief Notes on the 
Revelation,” in size about the same as 
this which Dr. Charles R. Erdman (his 
son) has now given to the public. It is 
strange that the editor does not refer to 
this earlier work by his father, covering 
exactly the same subjects, especially in 
view of the fact that many of the state- 
ments in the later work differ consider- 
ably from statements about. the same 
truths in the earlier book. Did Dr. W. 
J. Erdman change some of his earlier 
interpretations? It would seem that the 
reader is entitled to know something of 
the history of the author’s convictions re- 
garding many of these important but diffi- 
cult subjects. 

Furthermore, some of the interpreta- 
tions of this beloved teacher as given in 
this present small book will not be ac- 
cepted by the great body of students of 
prophecy to whom the work will princi- 
pally appeal, This is particularly true in 
regard to the belief of Dr. Erdman that 
the believing Church will pass through 
the tribulation... The united conviction of 
such teachers and masters of the Word 
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The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
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as C. I. Scofield and R. A. Torrey, to- J, 
gether with Lewis Sperry Chafer, Janae | 
M. Gray, H. A. Ironside, A, C. Gaebe- | 
lein, and many “Others, that the Scriptures | 
teach that the Church will be caught up | 
before the tribulation begins its terrible 
course, cannot be shaken by a brief com- 
mentary on.the Revelation, published post- 
humously, by one whose name appears in 
the title-page of the Scofield Reference | 
Bible. 

Finally, the notes of the editor seem | 
likely to confuse the mind of the reader. 
Thus the editor says that his father, 
“while classed with so-called Pre-Millen- 
nialists, did not feel that the Scriptures | 
were very explicit in their millennial 
teaching. He found it less important to 
observe that Christ would return before 
the Millennium, than to maintain that he 
must reappear before the glories of his 
kingdom could be complete.” Dr. W. J. 
Erdman wrote frequently for The Truth, 
an invaluable periodical edited years ago 
by Dr. James H. Brookes. In the voluine 
for 1880 (vi. 513-518) he has an article 
on “No Millennium before the Second 
Coming of Christ”; the following year 
(vii. 231-234) he writes on “Pre-Millen- 
nial Testimony”; in 1888 (xiv. 444-448) 
on “The Personal and Pre-Millennial 
Coming of Christ in Genesis to Deuter- 
onomy”; and in March, 1894, (xx. 160- 
169) he wrote an article called “The 
Names of the Millennial Kingdom of 
God.” The reader cannot help but ask 
at what time in his life was it true that 
“he did not feel that the Scriptures were 
very explicit in their millennial teaching.” 
The editor writes elsewhere in the book 
that, though “it is evident that the author 
regarded the return of Christ as Pre- 
millennial,” yet “it might be more ac- 
curate to say that he regarded it as 
preceding the kingdom in which the Mil- 
lennium was to issue.” This only adds 


confusion to the whole subject and leaves |. 


the reader really doubtful as to what the 
author did believe. And for the editor 
to note that his father did not agree with 
the view that in the Revelation “from 
chapter four to nineteen the visions relate 
only to the Jewish people” is to bring in 
a theory which no prophetic teacher of 
this generation of accepted authority and 
standing has suggested. 

There are, of course, some valuable 
pages in this brief commentary, but 
clearer light on the meaning of the last 
pages of the Word of God will, it is be- 
lieved, be found in the works of Scofield, 
Gray, Gaebelein, Ironside, Pettingill, Ott- 
man, Sale-Harrison, and others. 


Richard Weber Oliver. A Challenge 
to American Youth. By His Mother. 


(Challenge Publishing Co., Providence, 
R. L, $1.) “Afterwhile I'll see His 
face.” The words and music of this 


hymn were written by Richard Oliver, 
and how very soon they were fulfilled 
for him! But surely, though he was 
only thirty years old when his course 
was run, he could say with Paul, “I have 
fought a good fight.” In this brief biog- 
raphy his mother gives us many intimate 
glimpses into his life and character that 
an outsider could not know of. From his 
birth he was dedicated to God and his 
childhood was spent in a home where 
the Lord Jesus Christ held first place. 
His love for music and his great ability 
in that direction were nurtured by wise 
parents, and it was while he was pianist 
at a Bible conference that he heard God’s 
call and surrendered his iife wholly to 
him. Years ciowded with service for 
Christ followed, and surely the story will 
be a challenge to young people everywhere 
and a great inspiration to all who read 
it. The book -has many photographs of 
Richard. from childhood snapshots on to 
the last one where he is seen seated at 
the console of an organ, broadcasting — 
a ministry which the Lord greatly blessed. 
As has been said of him by an intimate 
friend, “Truly Richard Oliver’s life was 
‘like a tree planted by the rivers of 
water,’”’ 


Challenged. By Caroline Atwater 
Mason, (Fleming H. Revell Co., New 
York, $1.) Prohibition is occupying a 
large place in the thoughts of Americans 
today. Mrs. Mason gives us in this 





story a picture of the demand voiced by 
multitudes of people that there shall be 





no repeal or alteration of the Eighteenth 
Amendment. Max Gilbert and bis young 
wife are shocked when they discover what 
liquor did to the old Judge, and as a 
result they throw themselves wholeheart- 
edly into the fight for Prohibition. 
author of “The High Way” presents a 
timely warning in this latest book, and 
it is te be hoped that it will be read and 
taken to heart by the loyal men and 


| women and young people of the land. 





For Family Worship 











August 1 to 7 

Mon.,—Exodus 20:1-11. Duties to God, 

Prayer Succestions: Mr. and Mrs. 
Strachan, San José, Costa Rica, ask 
prayer that the missionary group there 
may be filled with the Spirit; that the 
millions of souls in Latin America may 
hear the message of life; that provision 
may be made for the young people in the 
Bible institute, and that “fathers and 
mothers” may quickly be forthcoming for 
twenty or more students; that Mr. 
Strachan’s deputation work may be pro- 
ductive of increased interest in the work 
so that new friends and supporters may 
be raised up. 


Tues.—Deuteronomy 4 : 15-24, 
Idolatry Forbidden. 
PRAYER SUGGESTION: Pray that support 
be raised up for the only mission on the 
Ruckaway Peninsula, in charge of Mr. 
William Green, 5402 Ocean Avenue, 
Edgemere, Long Island. It is estimated 
that twenty million, largely Hebrew, visit 
the Rockaways each summer. 


Wed.—Deuterunomy 6 : 1-9. 
The Teaching of Monotheism. 
Prayer Svuccestions: Pray for the 
class, three young women and four men, 
just graduated from the Bible Training 
School, Christian Missionary Alliance, in 
Jerusalem; that each may be led into 
God’s highest plan for their lives; that 
God will send new students to fill up the 
building for next term, fourteen men and 
five women can be accommodated. Native 
workers are much needed in Palestine. 


Thurs.—Exodus 19 : 1-6. 
Rewards of Obedience. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Mr. and Mrs. 
William H. Nowack, Miyang, Honan, 
China, write that their greatest need at 
the present time is a systematic campaign 
of organized evangelism, and a small band 
of Spirit-filled men to carry on the work. 
Pray that every Satanic resistance against 
such a forward movement shall be suc- 
cessfully overcome, and that “every crea- 
ture” throughout the entire Miyang dis- 
trict shall have the privilege of hearing 
the Gospel before Christ comes. 
Fri.—Joshua 24: 19-28. The Supreme Choice. 

Prayer Succestions: The Latin Amer- 
ican Prayer Fellowship determines, by 
the grace of God, to push on from house 
to house and from market to market un- 
til every man, woman, and child in Mex- 
ico shall have heard the Gospel and have 
a copy of the New Testament. The powers | 
of darkness are furiously opposing, and | 
the workers need prayer help urgently. 
Sat.—Psalm 96:1-13. The Call to Worship. 

Prayer Succestions: Los Pinos Nue- 
vos Bible School, Placetas, Cuba, 
131, an independent faith work, 
the direction of Mr. and Mrs. E. V. 
Thompson is helping solve the problem of 
Cuba’s evangelization. A little farm pro- 
vides much of the food, the students 
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working three hours a day and in addi- | 
tion pay one dollar a month toward main- 


tenance. Thirty-four were enrolled this 

year. Pray for this work and for the ; 

Thompsons. 

Sun.—Psalm 19: 7-14. Spiritual Aspiration. 
Prayer Svuccestion: Africa Inland 


| 
| 


| 


Mission requests special prayer, at the , 


noon hour, preferably, each day. For | 


candidates held back for lack of funds; 
for missionaries’ allowances; but espe- 


| 


cially for spiritual strengthening that God | 


may be able to bestow the material things 
needed. 
swer thee, and shew thee great and mighty 
things” (Jer. 33:3). 


“Call unto me, and I will an- ' 


(Lesson for August 7) JULY 23, 1932 





WHEATON COLLEGE 
ACADEMY 


25 Miles West of CHICAGO 
A Fundamental Christian Institution. 
Fully Accredited 4-year Preparatory Coures. 
Splendid Christian Environment. 


—_—_— 


For Information Address: 
Box T23, Wheaton College Academy 
Wheaton, Illinois 
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ate . ieee t pre of boys in college. 
Bean Island, near New 
York. Mo en dings on 35-acre cam- 
pus. — All athletics and school activities. 


Frank EB. Gaebelein, Litt.D. 
Stony Brook, Long Island, N.Y. 
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well managed company. Sell 
» Toredegt t repeats rapidly and pays 


mdid profit TO YOU! 
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pn ey exclusive territory! 


PRODUCTS P. 0. Box 3464, Dept. N 
Station O. Ph Arte Pa. 








The Soap That’s Known and 
Sold The World Around 


Cutieura 
Nothing I _— for Daily Use 


Address: “Ocavon 1G Malden, Mass, 











CHRISTMAS CARDS! Hand colored caids of 

rare beauty priced as 

a as 2 for 5c. ‘hey get the orders... . rst 

i your ay to show m. Act os | E. W. 
HA iG, 700 Oak Lane Ave.. Philadelphia Pa. 





In ordering goods, or in making in- 
quiry concerning anything advertised in 
this paper, you will oblige the publishers, 
as well as the advertiser, by stating that 
you saw the advertisement in The Sun- 
day School Times. 
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°-°°A SAFE 
INCOME 


An annuity gift to the Amer- 
ican Bible Society pays you 
an income as long as you live. 


e « e and you help 
speed the Gospel 
message too! 


Your gift will help send the 
comfort, the counsel, and the 
challenge of the Scrip- 
tures into upwards of 
fifty countries, in 
three hundred 
languages. 
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AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY, Dept. SS 
Bible House, Astor Place, New "York. 


Please send me the booklet describing your 
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annuity plan. 

Name. D ination 
Street 

City State. 
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